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To bis very Worthy and much 
Honoured Frieze nv, eAfr. 
Izaack Walton, spon his Ex- 
cellent Life of Mr. George 
Herbert, 


1 a 
Eav'ns youngeft Son, its Benjamin, 
Divinity’s nexe Brother, Sacred Poefie, 
No longer fhall a Virgin reckoned be, _ 
( What ere with others ‘tis ) by me, 
A Female Mule, as were the Nine: 
But (full of Vigor Mafculine) 
An Effence Male, with Angels his Companions 
ae /  --. E fhine, 
With Angels firft che heavenly youth was bred; 
And, when a°Child, inftruéted them to fing, 
_” The praifes of th’ Immortal King, 
- Who Lacifer in Triumph led : 
For, as in Chains the Montter fank to Hell, 
And tumbjing headlong down the precipice fell, 
By him firft taught, How art thou fallen thow 
Et” P morning flar? they fad. Rapha- 
Too fondly then, we have fancy’d him a Maid: ct Urbin 
We, the vain Brethren of the rhyming trade ;th> f- » 
A. fernal Angel lefs would*trbins skill upbraid, sa 
| A 2 IT, Thus 





IT. ‘ 
Thus ‘twas in Heav’twT his, Poe/y’s Sex and Age; 
Aad , when he thence tour lower World came 
| [ down, 
Hechofea Form more like his own, 
And Je(fe’s youngeft Son infpir'd with holy rage, 
The fprightiy Shepherd fele unufual Fire, 
And up he took his tuneful Lyre; 
Hetook itup, and ftruck’t, and his own fofe 
[ couches did admire, 
Thou, Poefic, on him didft beftow: 
Thy choiceft gift,a honor fhew'd before ronones 
And, to p:cpare his way to th’Hebrew Throne 
Gav’ft him thy Empire, and Dominion ; 

The hap-v Land of Verfe, where flow 
Rivers of milk,and Woods of Laurel grow; 
W herewith, thou, didft adorn his brow, 
And mad’ft his firft, more flourifhing,and triam- 

| ( phane Crown, 
Affift methy great Prophets praife to fing, 
David, the Poets, and blefs’d z/raels King, — 
And,with the dancing Echo, let the mountains 
ring $ 
Then, on the wings of fome aufpicious or 
Let his great name from earth,be rais’d on high, 
And in the ftarry volume of the Sky 
—  ‘AlaftingRecord finds 
Be with his mighty Pfaltery joyn’d s 
Which, taken long fince up into the Aire, 
And call’d the Harp, makes a bright Contftella- 
| : | [ tion there, 
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Worthy it was to be tranflated hence, 
And,there,in view of all,exalced hang: 
To which fo oft the Princely Prophet fang, 
And mvftick Oracles did difpence, . 
Though, had it (till remain’d below, 
More wonders of it we had feen, © 
How great the mighty Herderts skill had been; 
Herbert, who could fo much without it do; 
Herbert who did its Chords diftin@ly know; 
More perfe@tly than any Child of Verfe below, 
O! Had we known him half fo well! 
But then, my friend,there had been left for you 
_ Nothing fo fair, and worthy praite to do; 
Who, fo exactly all his Story tell, - 
That, though he did not want his Byes, 
Nor all che Monuments vertue can raife, 
_ Your hand, he did,to Ecernize bis Praife, 
Herbert,and Donne, again are joyn’d, 
_ Now here below, as they’re above 
Thefe friends, are in theirold embraces twin'd; 
And,fince by you the Enterview’s defign’d, 
Too weak,to part chem, deach does proves - 
For, in this book they meet again: as, inone 
| . [ Heavy’ they love, 
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The LIFE ; 


M.GEORGE HERBERT. * 





Introduction. 


veee Na late retreat from the bufinels of this 
a2 BG World, andthofe many little cares with 
py) which I have too often incumbred my 
Self, Lfell into a Contemplation of fome 
of thofe Hiftorical palfages that are recorded in 
Sacred Story s and, more particularly, of what 
had paft betwixt our Bleffed Saviour, and that 
svouder of Women, and Sinners, and Mourners, 
Saint Mary Magdalen. Icall her Saint, becaufe 
I did not then, nor do now confider her, as when fhe 
was p [left with fevers Devils, not as when ber 

' waxton Ey¢s, and di{sheveld Hair, were defigned 
and manag d,te charm andin{nare amorous Be- 
holders: But, 1 did then, and do now confider 
her.as after fhe had expreft avifible and facred for- 
row for ber fen{ualitics 5 45, after thofe Eyes had 

| 3 | | wept 
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The Inteodusion. 
wept (uch 4 flood of penitential tears as did walh, 
and that hair bad wip't, and fhe izoft paffionarely 
hiftthe feet of bers, and our blefed Jelus, And, 
1 do now confider, that becaufe fhe low'd much, not 
only much was forgiven her: but thit,befide that 
bleffed blef(ing of “having her fins pardoned. fhe al- 
fohad from hima teftimony that her alablafter box 
of precious oyntment pared on his head and feet, 
and that Spikenard, and. thoje Spices that were 


by her dedicatedtoembalm and prefervehis facred 


body from putrefact10n, [hould fo far preferve her 


own memory, that thee demonftrations of her fan-.. 


ctifted love, ana of her officious and generous gra- 
titude fhould be recorded and mentioned where[o- 
ever his Gofpel fhould be read ; intending thereby, 
that as his, {oher name frould alfo live to fucceed- 
ing generations, even till time {hall be no mere, 


Upon occafion of which fair example, I did 


lately look back, and not without fome content ( ac 


Jeaftto my felf) that I bave endeavour d to des 
ferve the love, and preferve the memory of my 
two decgaled friends, Dr, Donne, and Sir Henry 
Wotton, by declaring the various employments 
and accidents of their Lives: And, though Mr. 
George Herbert ( whofe LifeI now intend to 
mi were.to me a ftranger as to hes perfon: yet, 
fince he was, and was worthy, to be their friends 
‘and, very many of bis bave beca mine, I judge tt 
may not be wnacceptableto thofe that knew any of 
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them in their lives, or do now know their Wri- 
tings, to fee this Conjunction of thems after their 
deaihss withont which many things that concern'd 
them, an? fome things that concernd the Age in 
which they liv'd, would be lefs perfect, and loft te 


. 


poftersty. 


For thee Reafons I have undertaken it, and 
if 1 have prevented any abler perfon, I beg par- 
don of him, and my Reader, a 
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Eorge'Herbert was born the Third 
day of April, in the Year of our 
Redemption 1593. The place of 
his Birth was near to the Town 

: ". Of Montgemery,and in that Ca/tle 
that did then bear the name of that Town and 

Countys that Cafle was then a place of ftate 

and ftrength,and had been fucceffively happy 

in the Family of the Herberts, who had long 
poficft ic: and, with it, a plentiful Eftate, and 





hearts as liberal to their poor Neighbours, A 


Family, that hath been bleft with men of re- 
markable wifdom, and with a willingnefs to 
ferve their Countrey, and indeed, to do good to 
ail Mankinds for which, they were eminent: 
But aias! this Family did in the late Rebellion 
fuffer extremely in their Eftates ; andthe Heirs 
of that Caftle, faw it laid level with that earth 


that was too good to bury thofe Wrerches that . 


were the caufe of it, — | 
The Fatherof our George, was Richard Her- 
bert theSon of Edward Herbert Knight, the 


Son of Réchard Herbert Knight, the Son of the 


famous Sir Richard Herbert of Colebrook in the 
or ee County 
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1 Ghe Life of Dr. George Herbert. 


County of Mosyseuth Banneret, who was the 
youngeft Brother.of that memorable .Wilians — 
Flerbert Earl of Pembroke, that liv’d in the — 
Reignof our King Edward the fourth, | 
His Mother was Magdalen Newport, the 

youngeft Daughter of Sir Riehard,and Sifter to 
Sir Francis Newport of High Arkall inthe Coun. 
ty of Salop Knight, and Grand-father of Fraa- 
cis Lord Newport, now.Comptroller of His Ma- 
jefties Howfhold, _A:Family, that for cheir 
Loyalty, have fuffered much in their Eftaces,and 
feen the ruine of chat excellent Scru€ture,where 
their Anceftors have long liv'd,and been memo- 
rable for their Hofpitaliry, _ 

This Mother of George Merbert (of whofe 
perfon,and wifdem,and vertue,I intend to give 
a true account ina feafonable place ) was the 
happy Mother of feven Sons,and three Daught- 
ers, which fhe would often fay, was fobs num- , 
ber; and as ofcen. blefs God, that. they were 
neither defective in their fhapes, or in their yea- 
fon; and, often reprove them thac:did not 
praife God for fo great a bleffing. -Ifhall give 
- the Reader a fhort accompt of theic names, and 
notfay much of their Fortunes, 

Edward the eldeft was: firft made Knight of 
the Bath, at chat glorious time of our. late 
Prince Henries being inftall’'d Knight of: the 
Garter ; and after many years ufeful travel, and 
the attainment of many Languages ,-he was by 
_ King Fames fence, Ambaffador Refident to = 

+ then 
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‘then French Kip, Zewys the Thifteenth. There, 


hecontinued about two Years; but, he could 


not fubje& hinifelf to ‘a’ compliance with the 
humors of the Duke deLuines who was then the 


lop : ‘He was 4 man of great ——- and veafon, 
as appears by his printed Book de verttate ; and,by 
his Hiftory of the Reign of King Henry the Eight, 
(gad by feveral other Trats. : | 

_ ‘The fecond and third Brothers were Richard 
and Wilitm , who venter’d their lives to’pur- 
chafe Honotr in the Wz. ; of the Low Countries, 
and dyed Officers in that employment, Charles 
was the fourth; and dyed Fellow of New-Col- 
hedge in Oxford. “Henry was the fixth, who be- 


cameé amrenial fervant to the Crownin the dayes - 


of King ames, and hath continued to be fo for 
fifey years during all which time he hath been 
‘Mafter of the Revels; a place, that requires 
a diligent’ wifdome, doth God hath 
bleft him, -Thefeventh Son was 7 — 
| : eing 
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being made Caprain of a Ship in that Fleee 
with which Sir Robert Man(el was {ent againft 
Algiers, cid there thew a fortunate and true 
Englifh valor, Of the three Sifters, I need nor 
{ay more, then that they were all married to 
perfons of worth, and plentiful fortunes; and, 
liv’d to be examples of vertwe, andto do good 
in their generations, : 

I now come togive my intended account of 
George, who was the fifth of thofe feven Bro- 
thers, 

George Herbert (pent much of his Childhood 
in a {weet content under the eye and care of his 
prudent mother, and the tuition of a Chapiain 
or Tutor to him, and two of his Brothers in her 
own Family (for fhe was then a Widow) where 
he continued , cill about the age of twelve 
years ; and being at that time well inftructed in 
the Rules of Grammar, he was not long after . 
commended tothe care of Dr; Neale, who was 
then Deanof Wefminffer ; and by him to the. 
care of Mr. Zreland, who was then chief Matter 
of that School; where the beauties of his prer- 
ty behaviour and wit, fhin’d and became fo 
eminent and lovely in this his innocent age,that 
he feem’d to be marked ont for piety,and to be- 
come the care of Heaven, and of a particular 
Angel to guard and guidehim. And thus, he 
continued in that School, tili he came to be per- 
fectin the learned Languages, and efpecially in 
the Greek Tongue, in which he after prov’d an - 
excellent Critick, About 
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About the age of Fifteen, he, being then a _ 
Kings Scholar, was eleG&ed out of that Schoo! 
for Trinity Colledge in Cambridge, to which 
place he was tran{planted about the year 1608, 
And his prudent mother well knowing, that he 
might eafily lofe, or leffen that virtue and inno-. 
cence which her advice and example had plant- 
ed in his mind; did therefore procure the gene- 
rous and liberal Dr, Nevil, who was then Dean 
of Canterbury, and Matter of that Colledge, to 
take him into his particular care, and provide 
him a Tutor; which he did moft gladly under- 
take, for he knew the excellencies of his Mo- 
ther, and how to value fuch a friendfhip, 

This was the mechod of his Education, till _ 
he was fetled in Cambridge, where we will leave 
him in his Study, till have paid my promis’d 
account of his excellent mother, and I will en- 
deavour tomake it fhort. | 

I have told her birth, her Marriage, and the 
Number of her Children, and, have given fome 
fhore account of them: I fhall nexe tell the © 
Reader, that her husband dyed when our George 
was about the Age of fouryears: and that fhe 
continued twelve years a Widow : that fhethen 
maried hapily toa Noble Gentleman, the bro- 
ther and Heir of the Lord Danvers Earl of. 
Danby, who did highly value both her per- 
fon and moft excellent endowments of ber 
mind. an ] 


Ta 
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Che Life of Wr. Geowge erbert. 
In this time of her Widowhood, the bein 
defirous to give Edward her eldeft fon, fach ad- 
vantages of Learning, and other education as 
might fuit his birth and fortuge: and ‘thereby 
make him the more fic for the fervice of his 
Country: did at his being. of a fic age, renove 


from Montgomery Caftle with him, and fome 


of her yonger fons to Oxfords and, having 
entred Edward into Queens Colledge, and pro- 
vided him afie Tater, fhe commended him to 
his Gare ; yet, fhe continued there with him 
and ftill kept him in a moderate awe of herfelf 
and fo much under her own eye, as to fee and 
converfe with him dayly; but fhe managed this 
power over him without any fach rigid four- 
nefs, as might make her company a torment to 
her Child, but, with fuch a fweetnefs and 
complyance with the recreations and pleafure 
of youth, as did incline him willingly to {pend 
much of his time in the company of his dear 
and careful mother: which was to her great 
coatent 5 for, the would often fay, That 4s our 
bodies take a nourifbincnt futable to the meat on 
which we feed: (0, our fouls do as infenfsbly take 
in vice by the example or Converfation with wi- 
skeg Company: and, would therefore, as often 
fay, That ignorance of Vice was the beft prefer- 
vation of Vertue: and, that the very knowledge 
of wickedne/s was as tinder to inflame and kindle 
fin, and to keep it burning : For thefe reafons, 
the indeared him to her gwn Company: and, 
conti 
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Che Life of Pr. George Herbert. rs 
continued with hiny in Oxford four years:: in 
which time, -het great‘ and! harmle/s wit’, Ker 
bani sl greviiy > and’ her oblieging behaviour, 
‘gait d het an acquaintance and friencfhip with 

moft of ahy eminent worth: or learning, chac 
were at’ chat tinte int or near that Univerfiry sand: 
| particularly, wich Mr,’ fobs Domwe, who then 
came accidéncally co chat place, in this time of: 
her being there: ie was that Fobs, Dose who 
was after Doctor Donne’, and Dear of Saint 
Pasls London: and heat his leaving. oxferd, 
writ and left there a Character of the’ Beau- 
ties of her body, and mindes ofthe firft, he 


> 


fayes; 

ao Spring mor Sanne Beaurybasfcbgra 
Ast hive feem inan Autumnal fat 
; _ Of the lacter he fayes, 7 
Xn al her words to every hearer fit = 

You may at Revels, or at Council fis, - 
| "The reft of her Character, may be read in 
his printed Poems, in that Elegy which bears 
thenameof the Autumnal Beaty. For both 


and fhe were then paft che meridian of mans 
C, ie | ee gh S 


| This 
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This Amity beguo at this time, and place, 
was not Amity chat polluted their Souls i bu, 


"an Amity madeup of a chain of futable incli- 


ations and vertuess an Amity, like that of Sc, 
Chryfoftoms to his dear and vertuous oliapias 5 
whom, in his Letters, he calls his Saint: Oran: 
Amity indeed more like that of St, Aierom to 


his Pawlas whofe affection to her was fuch,thac 


heturn'd Poet in his old Age, and then made 
her Epitaph; withing, all his Body were curn'd. 


into Tongues, that he. might declare her juft. - 
pag to pofterity. And this Amity betwixt .-: 
er and Mr, Donne; was beguninahappy time. ” 


for him, he being chen about the Fortiech year 
of his Age (which wasiome years before he 
entred into Sacred Orders: ) Atime,when his 
neceffities needed a daily fapply for the fappore 
of his Wife, feven Childreg, and a Family: 
And in this time fhe prov’d one of his moft 
bountiful Benefactors ; and he,as graceful an 


" acknowledger of it. You may take one tefti- 


following Lester, and Sonntt, 


mony of what I havefaid of chem, from this 


. oe 


; ‘ 
Nem ae ee 
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MADAM, : : 
Bb 4 Our Favours tome are every wheres I ufe 
them, and have them, —Ienjoy them at 


London, and leave them theres andyet.findthem — 


at Micham: Such Riddles as thee become things 
anexpre(fible, and, [uch is your goodne[s, Iwas 
almoft forry to find your Servant here this day sbe- 


canfelwas loth te have any witne{s of my not 


coming home laft Night, audindeed of my coming 
this Morning : But,my not coming was excufable, 
becaufe carneft bufine(s detain’a me , and my 
toming this day,is by the example of your St.Ma- 


ry Magdalen, who rofe carly upox Sunday, to feck 


shat which fhe lou'd moft, and fodidI, And, from 
her and my felf, return [uch thanks as are dueto 
one to whom we owe all the good opinion, that they 
whom we uted moft, have of us—by this Meffen~ 
ger, and on this good day, 1 commit the inclofed 
Holy Hymns and Sonnets: (which for the mat- 
ter, not the workmanfhip, have yet efcap'd the fire) 


to your jndement, andto your protection too, if you 
think them worthy of its and 1 have appointed 


this inclofed Sonnet to ufher them to your bappy 
hand. » 3 
Your unworthieft Servant , 
Micham ,, —_ anlefs your accepting him, 
Fulyies 7 | - 
oe ~ have mended him, © 


Fo, Donne, 


2B To » 
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To the Lady eM agdalen Her- | 
. bert, of St. Mary | Magda- | 


len, 


Er of your name, whofe fair inheritance 
Bethina was, and jointare Magdalo: 
An active faith {0 highly did advance, | 
— That hi once knew, more than the Church dia 
TheRefurreGion 5 fomucheoodthereis (know | 
Deliverd of her, that fome Fathers be 
Loth to believe one Woman could do this s 
But, think thefe Magdalens were two or three, 
Increafetheir number, Lady, and their fames 
To their Devotion, add your Innocence ¢ . 
Take fo much of th example, as of the names 
The latter half; and in {ome recompence 
That they did harbour Chrilt himfelf, a Gueft. 
Harbour thefe Hymns,to his dear mame addreft. 


J. D. 


Thefe Hymas are now loft to us; but, 
doubrlefs they were fuch, as they two nowfing 
in Heaven, - 

There might be more demonftrations of the 
Friendfhip, and the many facred Indearments _ 
betwixt thefe two excellent perfons (for have 

many 


ee et | 





he Lite af Dr. George berbert, 19 
many. of their Letters inmy hand ) and much 
more mighs be faid of her great prudence and 
piety; but my defign was not to write hers,but 
the life of her Son; and therefore I fhall only 
tell my Reades,shat abouc chat very day twen- 
ty years, thac this Letter was dated, and fen 
her, I faw and heard this Mr. $ohs Donne (who 
was then Dean of St, Pasls) weep,and preach 
her Funeral Sermon, i the Parifh-Church of 
Chelfey near London, where fhe now reftsin her 
quiet Grave, and where we muft now leave her, 
and return to her Son George, whom we left in 
his Study in Cansbridge, : 

And in Camsbridce we may find our George - 
Herberts behaviour to be fuch, chat we may 
conclude, he confesrated the firft fruics of his 
early age to vertue,and a ferious ftudy of learn- 
ing, And that he did fo,this following Letter 
and Sonnet which were in the firft year of his 
going to Cambridge {ent hisdear Mother for a 
New- years gift, may appear to be fome teft- 
mony. | 


mm But I fear the heat of my late Ague bath 
dryed up thofe fprings, by which Scholars fay, the 
Mufes ufe to take up their habitations, However, 
I seed not their help, to reprove the vanity of thofe 
many Love-posms, that are daily writ and confe- 
crated te Venus; ner to bewail that (o few are 
writ, that-leok towards God and Heaven, For 
mY own part, my mcdwing (dear Mother) # sz 
a B2 — thefe 
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thefe Sonnets, to declare my refolution to be, that 
my poor Abilities in Poetry, fhall be all, and ever 
confecrated toGeds glory. And=— oe 


1 God, where ws that ancient heat towards 
N ae "++. U thee, 
Wherewith whole frowls ef Martyrs once did 
2 ee | [ barn, 
Befides their ether flames, Doth Poetry: . — 
Wear Venus Livery? only ferve her turn? 
Why are mot Sonnets made of thee? andlayes — 
Upor thine Altar burnt? Cannot thy love 
He chten a [pirst to found ont thy praife 
As well as any fhe? Cannot thy Dove 
Out-ffrip their Cupid eafily in flight ? 
Or, fince thy wayes are deep, and ftill the fame, 
Will not aver ferun {mooth that bears thy name! 
Why doth that fire, which by thy power and might 
Each breaft does feel, no braver fuel choofe 
Than that, which one day, Worms, may chance 


Lrefufe. 


Sure Lord, there is enouch in thee to dry 
Occansof Inks for, as the Deluge did - 
Cover the Earth, fo doth thy Majefty < - 

Each Cloud diftills thy praife, and doth forbid 

Poets tosurn it to another ufe, 
Rofes and Lillies fpeak thee; and to make - 
A pair of Cheeks of them, 1 thy abufe, 

Why fhosld I Womens eyes for Chry (tal take ? 

Such poor invention burns in their lew mind. _ 

Lo | Whoje 
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Che Life of Dr. George Herbert, 21 
Whofe fire is wild, and doth not upwardgo. 
‘ To praife, and on thee Lord, fome Ink befFow, . 
_ Open the benes, and you fhall nothing find f 
_ Inthe beft face but filth, when Lord, in thee 
_ Thebeauty lies, in the difcovery, . . ~ 


. 
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This was his refolution at the fending this 
Letter to his dear Mothers; about which time, 
he was ia the Seventeenth year of his Age ; 
and, as he grew older, fo he grew in Jearning,and 
more and more in favour both withGod and 
man: infomuch, that inthis morning of thae 
fhore day of his life, he {eem’d to be mark’d our 
for vertue, and to become the care of Heaven; 
for God {till kept his foul in fo holy a frame, thar 
he may, and ought to be a patcern of vertue 
toall pofteritys and efpscially, to his Brethren 
of the Clergy, of which the Reader muy ex- 
pect a more exa& account in what will fol- 
ioe. eee 
" [need not declare that he was a ftriét Stu- 

dene, becaufe, that he was fo, there will bema- 

ny teftimonies in the future pare of his life, I 
| fhall cherefore only tell, that he was made A4é- 
nor Fellow in the year 1609, Batchelor of Art 
in the yeat i611, Major Fellow of theColledge, 

March1§. 1615. And, that in that year, he | 

was alfo made Mas¥er of Arts, he being then in 

the 22d year of his Age 5 during all which time, 


~ 
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all, or the greateft diverfion from his Study, 


was the practice of Mafick,in which he be- 


came a great Mafter; and of which, he would 
fay, That it didrelievehus drooping fpirits, come 
pofe his diftracted thoughts, and raifed his weary 
Soul fo far above Earth, that it gave bins as ear- 
neft of thejoyes of Heaven,before he f! pie 
And it may be noted, that from his firft en- 
trance into the Colledge, the generous Dr, 
Nevil wasacherifher of his Scudies, and fuch a 
lover of his perfon, his behaviour, and che ex- 
cellent endowments of his mind, that ‘he took 


‘him often into his own company, by which he 


confirm’d his native gentilenefs; and,if during 
this time he expreft any Error, it was, that he 
Kepe himfelf toomuch retir'd, and ar coo greae 
a diftance with all his inferiours ; and, his cloaths 


feem’d to prove, that he pat coo great a value 


- onhis parts and parentage, 


T his may be fome account of his difpofition, 
andof theemployment of his time, till he was 
Mafter of Arts, which was Anno1645, and in 
the year 1619. he was chofen Orator for the 

niverfity, His two precedent Orators, were 
Sir Robert Nanton, and Sir Francis Nether(oll: 


Thefirft was not long after made Secretary of — 


States and, Sir Francis, not long after his be- 
ing Orator, was made Secretary to the Lady 


Elizabeth Queenof Bebcmia, Inthisplaceof | 


Oratok, our George Herbert continwed eight 





_. years; ‘and manag’d ic with as becoming, and 


grave 
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grave a gaity,as any had ever before, or fince 
histime, For. Ae had acquir'd ereat Learning, 
and was bleft with a high fancy, a civil and fharp 
wit, and with a natural elegance, both in his be-- 
_ havior, bis tonzue, andhis pen, OF all which, 
there might be very many particular evidences, | 
but J will limie my felt to the mention of but 
three. | 

And the firft notable occafion of fhewing 

his fitnefs for chis employment of orator , was 
manifefted ina Letter to King Fames, who had 
fent the Univerfity his Book, called Bafilicon 
Doron; and their Orator was to acknowledge 
this great honour, and return their gratitude to 
His Majefty for fach a condefcention; at tlie 
clofe of which Letter, he writ, 


Quid Vaticanam Bodleianamque objicis hofpes ? 
tl nicus eff nobis Bibliotheca Liber. 


~ This Letter was writ in fuch excellent Latin, 
was fo full of Conceits, and all che expreffions 
fo futed tothe genins of the King, that he ine 
quired the Orators name, and then ask’d Wili- 
am Earlof Pembroke, if he knew him 2 whofe 
anfwer was, That he knew him very well 5 and, 
that he was his Kin{man, but he loud him more 
for his learning and vertne, than for that he was 
of bis name andfamily. At which anfwer,the 
King (mild, and asked the Earl leave, that be 
might love him too; for, he took him to be the 


Fewel of that Univerfity, 
3 B 4 The 


4 
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- "The next occafion that he had to fhew his 
great Abilitics, was, with them, to fhew alfo his 
great aitcétion ro that Church in which he re- 
ceived his Baptifm; and, of which he profeft 
himfelf amember,and the occafion was this: 
There w.sone Andrew Melvin, a Gentleman of 
Scotland, who was in his ownCountrey poffett 
with an averfnefs, if not a hatred of Church- 
coverninent by Bifbops , and, he feem’d to have 
alike averfneis coour manner of Publick Wore 
fiip, and ot Church-prayers and Ceremonies, 
This Gentleman had travail'd Frazce, and refi- 
ded fo long in Geneva, as ta have his opinions 
the more confirm’d in him by the practice of 
thee place; from which he return’d into 


England {ome fhort time before, or imimedi- 


ately after Mr. Herbert was made Orator, .This 


Mr, Melvin wasa man of learning,and was the 


Matter of a great wit,a wie fullof kvots and 
clenches: awitfharp and fatyricals exceeded, I 
think, by noneof that Nation, bat their Bs- 
cancn, At Mr, Melvins return hither , he writ 
anc {catreied in | atin, many pieces of his wie 
againtt our Alsars, our Prayers, and our Publick 
borjhip ot God 5 in which, Mr. Herbert took 
himteit. to be fo much concernd, that as faft as 


| Melvin -writ and {catterd them, Mr, Herbert 


wricand {e-trer’d anfwers, and reflections of the 
fame flie pes, upon him and them; 1 think, 
fo the fatisfaction of all un-ingaged -perfons, 
Fur, this Mr, afe/vix y. was not only fo bulie 
ee 3 “againtt 
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acainft che Church, but.at laft fo bold with the 
~ King and State, that he rayl'd, and writ himfelf 
into the Towers; at which time, the Lady Ara- 
della was an innocent prifoner there; and, he 
pleas’d himfelf much in fending the next day 
after his Commitment, thefe'two Verfes to the 
good Ladys which, Iwill under-write,becaufe 
they may give the Reader a rafte of his others, 
which were like thefe, : - 3 


Caufs tibi mtcum eft communis, Carceris, Ara- 
Bellas tibi canfa eft, Araque facra mihi, 


I fhall not trouble my Reader with an accoune 
of his enlargement from that Prifon, or his 
Deaths burtell him, Mr, Herberts Verfes were 
chought fo worthy to be preferv'd, thac Dr, Dy- 
ovt the learned Dean of Peterborough, hath 
lately collected, and caus’d them to be printed, 
as an honourable memorial of his friend Mr, 
George Herbert, and the Gaufe he under- 
took, ok , oo 2 Sak 4 
And, inorder tomy third, and laft obferva- 
tion of his great Abilities, it will be neediul to 
declare, that about this time King Pemes came 
very often tohunt at New-market and Royton 
and was almoft as often invited to Cambridze, 
where his entertainment was futed to his plea- 
fant humor*, and where Mr. George Herbert * Albu. 
was to welcome him with Gratalations, and the dss 
Applaufes of an Orator ; which he ae a ei 
| | orm’ 
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form’d fo well, thache Rill grew more intothe 
Kings favours infomuch, thachehadaparticu- 
lar appointment to attend His Majefty at Roy- 
on, where after a Difcourfe wich him, His Ma- 
jefty declar’dto his Kinfmaa, the Earl of Pem- . 
broke, That he found the Orators learning and wi{- 
dom, much above his ace orwit, The year fol- 
lowing, the King appointed coend His progrefs 
at Cambridge, and to ftay chere certain dayes ; 
at which time, he was attended by the great 
Secretary of Nature, and all Learning , Sir 
Francis Bacon ( Lord Virulam ) and by the ever 
memorable and learned Dr, Andrews Bifhop of 
Winchefter, both which did at that time begin a 
defir'd friendfhip wich our Orater, Upon whom 
che firft put fach a value on his judgement, that 
he ufually defir’d his approbation, before he 
would expofe anyof his Books to be printed; 
and choughe him fo worthy of his friendfhip, 
that having tranflaced many of the Prophee 
Davids Pfalms inco Englith Verfe, he made 
George Herbert his Patron of them, by a pub- 
lick dedication of them to‘him, as the beft — 
Judge of Divine Poetry, And,forthe learned = ° 
. Bifhop, it is obfervable, thatat thac cime, there 
_ fell to be a modeft debare about ag pres : 
ana Santtity of lifes; of both which, the @rater | 
did not long after fend the Bifhopfomefafeand | 
ufetul sphorifes, ia along Letter ‘written in 
Greek , which, was fo remarkable for che lan- 
euace, and mateer, that afcer-che reading of > 
Aer the 
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the Bifhop put it into his bofom, and did often 
fhew it to Scholars, both of this, and forreign 
Nations 5 ‘but did alwayes recurn it back tothe 
place where he firft lodg’d ie, and continu’d it 
: os near his heare, eill the laft day of his 

ife, | | 

To thefe, I might add the long and intire 
friendfhip betwixe him and Sir Henry Wotton, - 
and Dr, Donne, but I have promisd to contra& 
my felf, and fhall therefore only add one tefti- 
mony to what is alfo mentioned in the Life of 
Dr. Donve ; namely, that a little before his 
death, he caufed many Seals to be made, and in 
them to be ingraven the figure of Chrift eruti- 
fied onan Anchor,which is the emblem of hope, 
and of which Dr. Donne would often fay, Cre 
mihi Anchera:; Thefe Seals, he fent to moft of 
thofe friends on which he putavalues and, ae _ 
Mr, Herberts death, thefe -Verfes were found 
wrap’t up with that Seal which was by the 
Dodtor given co him, 


When my dear Friend, could write no more, 
He gave this Seal, and, fo gave ore, 


| When winds and waves rife higheft, 1 am [ure, 
This Anchor keeps my faith, shat, me fecure, 


Ac this time of being Orator, he had learnt 
to.underftand the Italian, Spanijh, and French 
Tongues very perfealy s hoping, as as = 

_é | | ere ae- 
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~ Predeceffor, fo he might in time attain the place 


of a Secretary of State, being chen high in the 
Kings favours and, not meanly valued and 
Jov’d by the moft eminent and moft powerful 
of the Coure Nobility: This, andthe love of 
a Couit-converfation mixt wich 4 laudable am- 
bitian co be fomething more then he then was , 
drew him often from Cambridge to attend the 
King, who then gave him a Sine Cure, which 


| “tell into Elis Majefties difpofal, I chink, by the 


death of the Bithop of St, Afaph. Jt was the 
fame,that Queen Elizabeth had formerly given 
to her Favourite Sir Philip Sidney, and valued 
to be worth an hundred and twenty pound per 
Annum, Wiihthis,and his Annuity, and the 
advantage of his Colledze, and of his Orator- 
fhip, he enjoy’d his gentile humour for Cloaths, 
and Court-like company, and feldom lookd 
towards Cambridge, unlefs the King were there, 
and then he never fail’ds but, acother times, 
Jeft che manage of his Orators place’, to his 
Jearned friend Mr. Herbert Thorrdike,whois now | 
Prebend of Weflminfter.. ea 

{may not omit to tell, chat he had often de- 
fizn'd to leave the Univerficy, and decline aff 
Study, which he judg’d did impair his health; 


for he had a body apr toa Con/umption, and to 


Fevers, and other infirmities which he judg’d 


_were increas’d by his Scudiess for he would 





often fay, Hie had a Wit, like a etc in 4 
narrow ficath, too fharp for his Body: But his Moz 
| . . : ‘ : : “£ : te : ther 
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ther would by no means allow him to leive the 
Univerfiry,or to travel; to which, though he — 
inclin’d very much, yet "he would by no means 
fatisfie his own defires at fo dear arate , as to 
prove an undutiful Sonto fo affectionate a Mo- | 
ther; bue, did alwayes fubmic to her wifdom : 
And, what I have now .faid,may partly appear in 
a Copy of Verfes in his printed Poems ; ‘tis 
cne of thofe that.bears the title of Affiittion : : 
And it appears to be,a pious reflection on Gods. 
providence, and fome paflages 0 of his life, and in 
whish he fayes, ok et ag Oe 


We wy, birth wid piri rather took 


The way.that takes thaTown: 
Thou did ft betray me to alingring Book, ne 
And wrap meinaGown,-) 
I was intaneled in aWorld of fife, 
Before I bad the power to change my life. 


Tet furl threatned oft the Siege to raife, 
Not fimpring all mine ace: 
T bow aften didft with Academick pri 
Melt, and diffolve my raze, — 
I rik the fovectned Pill, till I came hire itn ted 
I could not go aA) nor perfevere,,;, eso 


ret leapt perchance, I Moald too batty on 
_ . Lamy unhsppinefss .. ~ 
Turning my purge to food, thay ‘thion’ pe me. 
Into more ficknelfes, .. ate 
This 









—— 
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Thus doth thy power, Crofs-byas me, not making 
Thine own gifts good 5 yeh, me fron MY Wayes ta- 

| [ king, 


Now I am here, what thow wil do with me 

None of my Books will fhew : 
«read, and fich, and wifh I mere 4 Tree, 
For then fare I fhould grow 


To frais or hades at leaft, fome Bird would truft 


Her Honfhold with me, and I would be juft, 


Yet, though thou trouble/t me, I mult be meek s 
Inweakne[s muff be flout: 

Well, I will chance my fervice, and go feck 
Some other Mafter ows 

Ah my dear God! though! am clean forget, 

Let me net love thee, if E love thee wet, 


CH 


In this time of Mr, Herderts attendance and 


expectation of fome good occafion to remove — 


him from Cambridge, to Court ; God, in whom 


there is an unfeen Chain of Caufes, did ina 


fhort time put an end to the lives of two of his 


mott oblieging and moft powerful friends, Lo- 


. dowick Duke of Richmond, and Fames Mar- 

quefs of Hamilton; and not long after him, 

King Fames dyed, and with chem, all Mr. Her- 

$ert’s Court-hopes: So rhac he prefendly = 
7 too 
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took himfelf to a Retreat from Zendon, to a 
Friend im Xeat, where he liv'd very privately, 
and was faclra lover of folitarinefs,as was jude’d 
to impair his health. In this time of Retire= 
ment, he had many Confli@s with himfelf, 
Whether he thoutld tetain to the painted plea- 
{ures of a Court-life, or betake himfelt to a 
ftudy of Divinity,and enter into Sacred Orderse 
C to which his dear Mother had often perfuaded 
him) Thefe weté fuch Confli@s, as. they only 
can know, that have eadur’d them ; for, ambi- 
tious Deftres, ahd thé outward Glory of this 
World, are not eafily laid afides but, ac laft, 
God inctin’d him to put ona tefolution to ferve 
at his Altar, a Saath © 3 

He did at his retuth to London, acquaint 2 
Court: friend with his réfolution to entér into 
Sacred Orders, who perfuaded him to alter it, as 
too mean an employment, and too much below 
his birth, and che excellent abilities and éndowe - 
ments of hismind, Towhom he replied, z¢ 
hath been formerly judg'd, that the Dameftick 
Servants of the King of Heaven, fhoald be of 
the nobleft Families onEarth: and, though the 
Iniquity of the late Times have made Clerey-men 
meanly valued, and the facred name of Prieft con- 
temptibles yet, Iwill labour to make it hononra- 
ble,b) confecrating all my learning,and all my poor 
abilities, to advance the glory of that God that 
gavethems knowing, that I can never do too 
muuch for him, that hath done fo much for me, as ’ 

make 





32 


my Saviour, by making Humility lovely in the 
eyes of allmen, and by following the merciful and 
meck example of my dear Fe{us, ae 
This was then his refolucion, and the God of 
Conftancy, who intended him for a great ex- 


ample of vercue, contiqued him in its for with-. - 


in that year he was made Deacon, but the day 


when, or by whom, I cannot learns. but that — 


he was about that time made Deacon,, is moft 


certain; for I find bythe Records of Léncoln,. 
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make me aChriftian. And Iwill labour tobe like 





that he was mace Prebend of Layton Ecclefia,: 


inthe Dioces of L£incois, Fulyi5, 1626, and 
thac this Prebend was given him, by Fehba,then 


Lord Bifhop of that See, And now; he had a. 


fic occafion co fhew that Piety and Bounty thac 
was deriv’d from his generous Mother, and his. 
other memorable Anceftors, and the occafion. 
was this, eo oe 
. This Layton Ecelefia, is a Village near to 
Spaldes inthe County of Huntington, and the 
greateft pare of che Parifh was.fallen down,and. 
that of it which ftood, was fo decayed, fo lit-. 


"tle, and fo ufelefs, chat the Parifhioners ‘could 


not meet ro perform their Duty to God in pub- 


lick prayer and praifess and thus ithad been for- 


- almoft 20 years, in which time there had been 


with no fuccefs, till Mr. Herbert undertook its ~ 


fome faint endeavours for a publick Collection, 
to enable the Parifhioners torebuild it, but, 


and he, by his own,and the contr:bucion of ma. 


ay 


Bo 
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hy of his Kindred, and othernoble Friends,in- 
_dertook the Re. edification of its; and, made it 
fo much his whole bufinefs,that he became reft- 
lefs, cil] he faw icfinifht-as ic now ftandss be- . 
_ ing, for the workmanfhip, a coftly Mofaick : for 
the form, an éxaé# Cross and, for the decen- 
cy and beauty, I am affur'd ic is che moftre+ 
miarkable Parifh-Chorch, that this Nation af. . 
fords, He liv’d to fee it fo Wainfcoated, as ~ 
to be exceeded by none; and, by his order,the 
Reading Pew, and Pulpit, were a little diftant 
from each other, and both of an equal height s 
for, he would often fay, They fhould neither havé 
& precedency or priority of the other: but, that 
Prayer and Preaching beivg equally ufeful,might 
acree like Brethren, and have an equal honour and 
eftimation, | | | Rs 
Before I proceed farther, I muft look back to 
the time of Mr, Herberts being.made Prebend,; — 
and tell the Reader, that not long after, his 
Mother being inform’d of his intentions to Re- 
buld that Church 3 and, apprehending the — 
great trouble and charge that he was like to 
draw upon himfelf, his Relations ; and Friends, 
before it could be finifhe: fene for him from 
London to Chelfey (where he thendwelt ) and _ 
at his comming, faid--George, I fent for you, to per- 
[wade you to commit Simony, by giving your Pa» 
tron ab good a gift as he has given to yous name- 
ly, that you give him back his Prebsnds for s 
George, it # not for your weak body, and empty 
3 : . € purfe, 
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arfe, to undertake to build Churches, Towhich, 
he defir'd he might have a Dayes time to confi- 
det, and then make her an Anfwer: And at his 
return to her ar the next Day,when he had-firft 
defired her bleffing, and fhe given ic him, his 
next requeft was, That fhe would at the Age of 
Thirty three Years allow him to become anunduti- — 
ful Sons for,behad made akind of Vow to God, 
that if he were able, he would Re-bwild that 
Charch: And then, fhew’d her fuch reafons for 
b srefolution, that the prefently fubfcribed to 
be one of his Benefactors, and undertook to 
follicit William Earl of Pembroke, to be an- 
other, who {ubfcribed for 50 /, and not long 
after, by a witty,and perfuafive Letter from Mr,. 
Herbert, made itso, more, Andin this nomi- 
nation of fome of his Benefactors, ames Duke 
of Lenox, and his brother Sir Henry Herbert, 
oughtto beremembred ; and the bounty of 
Mr, Nicholas Farrer, and Mr, fobs Wovodnot s 
the one, a Gentleman in the Neighbourhood of 
Layton,and the other, a Gold{mith in Foffer- 
lane, London, ought net to be forgotten; for 
the memory of fuch men ought to out-live - 
their lives, Of Mr, Farrer, I fhall hereafter 
give anaccount in amore feafonab:eplace; but 
- before I proceed farther, Iwill give this fhore 

account of Mr. Fohn Woodnot, os % 
He was aman, that had confider’d, over- 
crown Eftates do often require more care .and 
watchfalnefs toyreferve, than get thems cad 
| . | that 
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that there be many Difcontents, that Riches 
cure not; and did therefore fer limits to him 
felf asto thedefireof wealth: And having at- 
tain’d fo muchas to be able to fhew fome mer- 
cy tothe Poor, and preferve a competence fot — 
him(elf, he dedicated the remaining part of his 
life to the feivice of God; and being ufeful 
for his Friends, he prov’d to be fo to Mr. Hers 
bert; for, befide his own bounty, he collected 
and return’d moft of the money that was paid 
for the Re-building of that Church; he kept 
all che account of the charges,and would often 
go downto ftate them, dnd fee allthe Work 
men paid, When I have faid, that this good — 
man was 2 ule‘ul Friend to Mr, Herberts Fas 
ther, to his Mother, and continued to be fo to 
him, till he clos’d his eyes on his Death-bed ¢ 
Twill forbear tofay more, till] have the nexeé 
fair occafion to mention the holy fiiendthip thae 
was betwixthim,; and Mr, Herbert, 

About the year 1629, and the 34th of 
his Age, Mr, Herbert was feiz'd with a (harp 
Luotidian Agee,and thought to remove it by 
the change of Airs towhichend, he went to 
Woodford in Effex, butthi-her more chiefly.to 
enjoy the company of his beloved Brother Sir 
Aenry Herbert, and other Friends, In lis Houlé 
he remain’d avout Twelve Months , and there 
became his own Phyfitian, and cur’d himfelf of 
his Ague, by forbearing Drink, and eating no 
Meat, no not Mutton, nor a Hen, or Picgeon, 

: C2 unlefs 
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unlefs they were falted s and by fucha conftant 


Dyet, he remov’d his Ague, but with inconve- 


niencies that were worfes for he broughe up- 
on himfelf adifpofition to Rheums, and other 
weaknefles, anda fuppofed Confumption, And 
itis to be Noted, that in the fharpeft of his 
extream Firs, he would oftenfay, Lord abate my 
great affliction, and increafe my patience , but, 
Lord, Irepine not, 1am dumb, Lord, before thee, 
becaufe thos doc it, By which, and a fandctifi- 
ed fubmiffion to the Will of God, he fhewed 
he was inclinable to bear the {weet yoke of 
Chriftian Difcipline, both then,and in the latter 
part of hislifes of which, there wilt be many 
true T eftimonies, 

And now his care was torecover from his 
Confumption by a change, from Woodford into 
fuch anair as was moft proper to that end, And 
his remove was from Woodford to Dantfey in 


- Wiltfhire , a noble Houfe which ftands in a 
choice Air, the owner of it then was, che Lord 


Daxvers Earl of Danby, who lov'd Mr, Her- 
bert mu-h, and allow'd him fuch an apartment 
in that Houle, as might beft fure Mr, Herberts 
accomodation andliking, And, in this place, 
by afpare Dyer, declining all perplexing Stu-. 
dies, moderate exercife, anda chearful conver- 
{ations his healeh was apparently improv'd to 
a good degree, of ftrength and chearfulnefs : 
And then, he declar’d his refolution to marry, 
and to enter into the Sacred Orders of ened 
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hood: Thefe had long been the defires of his 
_ Mother, and his other Relations; but, fheliv’d - 
not to fee either: for,fhe dyed in the year 1627, 
And, though he was difobedient to her about © 
Layton Church, yet, inconformity to her will, 
he kept his Fellowfhip in Cambridge, and his 
Orators place, till after her death 5 and then,ce- 
clin’d both: And, the laft, the more willingly, 
that he might be fucceeded by his friend Robert 
Creighton, who now is Dr, Creighton, and the 
worthy Dean of Wels, oe | 
I fhall now proceed to his Marriage, in order . 

to which, it will be convenient, that I firit give 
the Reader a fhort view of his-perfon, and then, 
an account of his Wife, and of fome circum- — 
ftances concerning both,-He was for hus perfon 
of a ftature inclining towards Tallne{s 5 bus body 
was very firait, and fo far from being cumbred 
with too much flefh, that he was lean to an extre~ 
mity, His a[pect was chearful, and his [peech and 
motion did beth declare him a Gentleman} and 
were all fomseck and obliging, that both then, and 
at bis death, he was [aid $o dye withont an 
Enemy, | . 3 

| Thefe, and his other vifible vertues, begot — 
him fo-much love from a Gentleman of.a No- . 
ble fortune,and a near Kinfman to his friend the 
Earl of Danby 3 namely,from Mr,Charles Dan- 
vers Of Bainten,in theCounty of Wilts Elqs 
That Mr, Danvers having known him long,and 
familiarly, did fo mach affect him,that he often, 
: - C 3 and 
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and publickly declar’d a defire that Mr. Herbert 
would marry any of his Nine Daughters ¢ for 
he had fo many ) but rather, his Daughter 
Fave, than any other, becaule faze was his be- 
loved Danghrer; And he had ofsen {aid the 


farne to Mt. Herbert himfelf, and, that, if he — 


could like her for a Wife, and the him for a 
Hasband, Fane fhould havea double bleffne : 
And Mr, Danvers had fo often, faid the lrke to 
hile and fo much commended Mr, Herbert to 
er, that Fane became fo mucha Platonick,as 
to fallin love with Mr, Herdert unfeen, . 5 
This was a fair preparation for a Marriages 
but alas, her father cyed before Mr. Herdberts 
retirement to Dantfey3 yet fome friends to bach 
parties, procurd theirmeeting; at whichume., 
@ mutual affection enterea into both’ cher 
hearts 5 andas a Conqueror,enters inta a {urpri- 
zed City, fo Loye having got that poffefon 
~govein'd, and made thete fuch Laws and Refo- 
‘Jutions, as neicher party was able co réfift ; in- 
fomuch, that fhe cnang’d ‘her name into -Her- 
ert, the third day after this firft Interview, 
' This hafte, mightin others be thoughe'a 
-Love-phrenfie, or worfe, but it was not’; for 
-they wooed fo like Princes, as to haye felect 
: Proxies s -fach, as were friends to both parties s 


-fiich, as well underftood Mr, Herberts, and her 


rémper of: minds ‘and, their Eftates fo well, 
before this Interview, thar, the fuddennefs 
tw4s juftifiable, by the'ft-i@eft Ru'es of pru- 
se e ee OE . 5 4 us dence: 


5 
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dence: And,the more, becaufe it prov’d fo 


32 


happy to both parties 5 for, the eternal lover of 


Mankind,made them happy in each others mu- 
tual affections, and compliance; fo happy,thae 
there never was any oppofition becwixc them, 
unlefs ic were a Conteft which fhould moft in- 
cline to a compliance with the others defires, 
And, though this begot,and continued inthem, 
fuch a mutual love and joy, and content, as was 
no way defective ; yet,this mutual concent and 
love, and joy, did receive a daily augmentation, 
by fuch daily obligingnefs to each other, as ftill 
added fuch new affluences to the former fu'nefs 
of thefe divine Souls, as was only improvable 
in Heaven, where they now enjoy it, a: 
About three months afrer his Marriage, Dr, 
Curle, who was then Rector of Bemerton in 
Wiltfhire, was made Bifhop of Bath and Wells, 
(and not longafter Tranflaced to WinchefFer ) 
and by that means the prefentation of a Clerk 
to Bemerton, did not fall to the Earl of Pem- 


broke (who was the undoubred Patron of it ) 


but to the King, by reafon of Dr. Carles ad- 
vancement:. Bue Philip, then Earl of Pem- 


broke ( for William was lately dead ) re- 


quefted the King -to beftow it upon his 
Kinfman George Herbert; and the King fai, 
Moft willingly to Mr, Herbert, if it were worth 
Ais acceptance: And the Earl. as willingly and 
fuddenly -fent ic him, without feeking; buc 
though Mr, Herbert had former'y put on a re- 

C4 folucion 
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fo'ution for the Clergy: yet, theapprehenfion ~ 
of the laft great Account shat he was to make 
for the Cure of fo many Souls, made him faft 
and pray, and confider, for not lefs than a 
month: in which time,he had fome refolutions 


to decline both the Priefthood, and thatliving, . - 


And inrhis time of confidering, He endsr’d (as 
he wouldoftenfay ) fuch {piritwal Conflicts , as 
none can think, but oxly thofe that have en- 
dur'd them. | | ne 
In the midft of thefe Conflicts, his old and 
dear friend Mr. Fohn V'oodnot, took a j-urney 
‘to faluce him at Banton Cwhere he then was 
“with his Wives Friends and Relations -) and was 
eb to be an Eye-witnefs of his Health, and 
hanpy Marriage. Andafter they had rejoyc’d 
together fome few dayes, they two took a 
Journey to Wilton, the famous Seat of the 
Eails of Pembroke, at which{cime, thé King, 
the Earl, and che whole Court were there, or 
at Salisbury, which isnearto it, At whichtime 
Mr, Herbert prefented his Thanks to the Earl, 
for his prefentation to Bemerton, but had not 
‘yerrefolv'd to accept of it, and told him the 
reafon whys but that Night, the Earl acquain- 
ted Dr. Lawd; the Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
‘with his Kinfmans irrefolution. And the Bifhop 
did the nexe day fo convince Mr. Herbert, 7 hat 
the refufal of it was afin, that a Taylor was 


fence far co come fpeedily fiom Salisbary to Wile 


fo, to take meafure, and make him Canonica] 
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Cloaths, againft next day , which the Taylor 
did; and Mr, Herbert being {o habited, went 
with his prefentation to the learned Dr. Dave- 
nant, who was then Bifhop of Salisbury.and he 
gave him Inftitution immediately (for Mr, Heré 
bert had been made Deacon fome years before ) 
and he was alfo the fame day (which was. April 
26. 1630, inducted into the good and more 
‘pleafanc, than healthful Parfonage of Bemerton, 
whichisa Milefrom Salsbury, = . 
_- Ihave now brought him to his Parfonage of 
. -Bemerton, and to the Thirty fixth Year of his 
Age, and muft now flop, and befpeak the Reader 
to prepare for an almoft incredible flory, of the 
great fanctity of the fhort remainder of his holy 
dife’s 4 lift fo full of Charity, Humility, and all 
‘Chriftsan vertues, that it deferves the eloquence 
of St: Chryfaftom to commend and declare s#, 
- A life, that if it were related by aPew like his, 
there would then be no need for this Age to look 
back into times palt for the examples of primitive 
“piety a forthey might be all found in the life of 
eh Herbert: But nom, alas, who ts fit toun- 
sith my [eft sd. profes my felf 
“with my fel that mult s ‘and: profe[s my fe 
‘amas d, when I stables how pi of the bierey 


biv'd like bimthen 5 and, how manylive [0 4n- 
Like him now >. But it becomes not metocenfure, 


mya efig n w rather to alfure the Reader , that I 
~ have wfed very great diligence to informe my 
elf, that I migh 


¢ it, F confe(s Lam not, and am not pleasd 


Ee ee ae ns 


t inform him of the truth of 
: what 


eee eae eee = =< Se ee SE: 
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what follows, and I will do that with faces 
Ls ee ek 

_ When at his Induction he was thut into Be- 
smerton Church, being left there alone to Toll 
che Bell, as the Law requireshims he ftaid fo 
much longer than 4n-ordinary time,before he re- 
turad to his Friends that ftaid expecting him 
at the Church-door ¢. that his Friend,Mr.4’eed- 
aot, looked in at the Church-window,, and faw 
bim lie proftrate pn the ground before- the Al- 


“tars ac which time and place (as heaftertold 


Mr. Woodnot ). he fet {ome Rales to himfelf, 
for the-future manage of his life; and chen 
-and there made a vow, to labour to keep 
MHOING. vet ei Aye CS 
And the fame niche that he had his Induction, 
she {gid to: Mr. 1Veodzet, I new look back upon my 
afpixing thoughts, and think my [elf more happy 
than if Lhad attain’d what 1 fo ambition fly thirfted 
‘for :., And, I-tan now behold the Court with an 
Smpartial Eye, and [ee plainly, that it made up 
\of Fraud, and Titles, and Flattery, and many 
other {uch empty, imaginary painted Pleafures, 
- Pleafures, that-are [0 empty, as not to fatufie when 
they. are enjoy'd 5. but, in God and his fervice, 
4 Finke of all joy and pleafure, and no [atiety: 
And I will now ufe asl ny endearvgars to bring my 
_ Relatipns and Dependants, to a love and reliance 
- on hime, who never fails thofe that truft him, But 
_ above all, Iwill be fureto-live well, becaufe the 
vertuous lifeof a Clergy-wman, w themoft ““s 
are 


amet ne ee 





~_ 
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ful eloquence to, per(wade all that fee it,t0 reuee 
‘rence and love, and at leaft to defire to live, like 
him, Andthw Iwill do, becaule know we live 
‘inan Age that bath more need of geod examples, 
than precepts, .. And I befeech that. God, wha hath 
honour dme.(o much as to call me to ferve at bis 
Altar : that, as by his fpecial crace he bak pat 
into my beart thefe good defires, and refolutions : 
fo. be will by. his affifting gracecwable mera bring — 
the fame to good effect s and, that wy humble and 
charitable lift, -may fo wis upon others,as to bring 
glory tomy. f-e[us, whom’ have this day:taken-to 
‘be my Mafter ‘and Givernours and amo proud of 
bis fervice, that Iwill alwayes obferve, and obey, 
and doh Witljand. alwayes call him. fefus my 
Mafters band will alwayés contemn my birthjor 
any tithe or dignity that canle.conferr d upon mt, 
-whenI {ball compare themm:mith any title of beisg 
4 Pritft sand feruing at: the Attar. of Fefus my — 
“Mafberscci ns vtec Ob vue ead 
«And that hedid fo,may appear in many patts 
“of his Book.of Sacred Poems; efpecally mthae 
which be:calls-the odour, . In which he feeths 
“to rejoyce'in his thoughts.of that'word Jeflis, 
‘and to fay the adding thefe wotds my afafter"so 
"it, and the often repetition of chem, .feei'd ‘to 
‘perfume'his mind, and ‘leave an oriental fragran- 
-cy in hisevery -breath,..:And for his anfore'd 
“choice torferve at Gods Alear, he feems in an- 
other phace: (the Peark, Matth, 13, ‘to re- 
joyce and fay--«Heknew the wayes of Learning: 
a re oe 4 knew, — 
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knew, what nature does willingly ; andwhat,when 
sts fore’d by fire: knew the wayes of honour,and 
when glory inclines thé Soul to noble expreffions 5 
kricw the Court , knew the wayes of pleafure, of 
love, of wit, of mufick, and upon what terms he 
declined all thefe for the fervice of his Mafter fee 
ows, and concludes, faying, . : 


Tt bat, through thefe Labyrinths, net my croveling 
’ of a" = ie oe Wee, ro. _ ae ae (Wit: 
‘But, thy Silk-twift, let down from Heaven te mes 
| Dids.dath toninet, andteach me, how by it, 
Soha Ton ou. Loclimb to shee - 


v2 The third day after.he was made Rector of 
\Bemserton, and had chang’d his {word <and fiik 
-Cloaths into a Canonical Coat; he retarn’d fo 
“habited with his friend Mr,Woedzot to Bainton : 
\And; immediately afteche had feen and falured 

his Wire, he faid to heron are now @ Mins- 
“fiers Wife, and muft now fo far forget your fathers 
“bonfe,as not: toclaim a precedence of any of your 
 Parifhioners., for you are to know, that a Priefts 
Wife can eH 3 3 precedence or place but that 


\ which foe purchafes by her obliging humility; and, 


- « Samfure, places [0 parchafedydo belt become them, 
. And, Jéc me'tell you, That Iam fo good a Herald, 
, asta: affure you that this is truth, And the was 
-fo mee: a Wife,as 16 affure him it was no vexing 
News to her, and that he fhould fee her obferve it 
with a chearful willingne/s, And indeed her 
at 4 unforc'd 


4 


ere -- ae ee ee 


unforced humility, chat hamiliry chac was in her, 
{o original, as to be born with her, made her fo. 
happy astodofo ; and her doing fo, begot_ her 
an unfeigned love, anda ferviceable refpect : 
from all that converft.with hers and this love 
followed her in all places, as infeparably, as fha- - 
dows follow fubftances in Sun- thine, —_ 
It was not.many dayes before he return'd 
back to Beserton,to view the Church, and re- 
air the Chancel ; and indeed,to re-build three. 
parts of his houfe which was fall’n down by 
reafon of his Predeceffors living ata better Par= 
fonage houfes, namely ,at M/nal,16 or 20 miles 
from this place, At which time of Mr, Her- 
berts coming alone to Bewerton, there cameto 
him 2 poor old Woman, with an intent to ac- 
_ quaint him with her neceffitous condition, aad 
with fome troubles of her mind; but after fhe 
had {poke fome few words to him, the was fur- 
priz’d witha fear.and fhortnefs of breath, fo 
chat her fpirits and {peech fail'd hers which he 
perceiving, did fo compaffionate her, that he 
rook her by the hand, and faid, Speak good Mé- 
ther, be uot afraid to {peak to mes for, I am a 
man ihat will hear you with patience 3 and will re- 
lieve your neceffities too, if I be able: and this I 
will do willingly, andtherefore, Mother , be not 
afraid to acquaint me with what you defire, After 
which comtortable {peech, he again took her 
by the hand, made her fic down by him, and un- 
derftanding fhe was of his Parifh,he cold her,He 
- would 
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would be acquaimed with her, and take her into 


his care> And having with patience heard and | 


underftood her wants ( and it is fome relief to 
be but heard with patience) he comforted her 





by his meek behaviour and counfel,; but be: : 


caufe that coft him noching,he reliev’d her with 
money too, and fo fent her home with achear- 
ful heart, praifing God, and praying for him. 
Thus worthy, and (like Davids bleffed man ) 
_ thus lowly, was Mr, George Herbert in his own 
eyes, | | - 
M At his rerarn that Night to his Wife at 
Bainton, he gave her an account of the paffages 
‘ewixt'him and the poor Woman, with which 
fhe was fo affected, that fhe went next day to 
Salisbury, and there boughr a pair of Blankets, 
and fence them asa Token of her fove to the 


poor Woman, and with them aMeflage, That — * 


fhe would fee and be acquainted with her, when 
her houfe was built at Bemerton, | 


There be many fuch paffages both of him | 


and his Wife, of which, fome few will be rela- 
ted; bucI fhall firft cell chac he hafted to get 
the Patifh-Church repaird; then, to beautifie 
the Chappel (which ftands near his houfe) 
and that at his own great charge. He then pro- 
ceeded to re- build the Parfonage-houfe, which 
he did alfo very compleatly, and at his own 
charges and having done this good work, he 
caus'd thefe Verfes to be writ upon,or ingraven 
in the Mantle of the Chimney in his om 
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SUCCESSOR. 
If thou chance for to find . .. 
A new Houfe to thy mind, : 
And bwilt without thy Coffs. 5 
Be good to the Poor..." 
“As God: gives’ thee lore, > 
And then, my Labour's not loft, : 


- Wewill now by the Readers. favour fuppofe. 
him fixt at Bemerton, and grant him to have 
feen che Church repair’d, and the Chappel be- 
longing toic very decently adorn’d, at his own 
great charge (which is areal Truth) and. has 
ving no v fixt him there, fhall proceed to give 
an account of the reft of his behaviour to his 
ei and thofe-many others thac knew 

im. | 7 

Doubtlefs Mr, Herbert had confider’d' and 
given Rules to himfelf for his Chriftian carriage 
both to God and man before he enter’d into 
Holy Orders, “And ’tis nocunlike, but that he 
renewed thofe refolutions at his proftration be- 
fore the Holy Altar, at his Induétion into the 
Churchof Bemerton; butas yet he was but a 
f | Deacon, 
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Deacon, and therefore long’d for the next Em: 
ber-week, that he might be ordain'd Prief#, and 
made capable of adminiftring both. the Sacra- 
ments, Atwhichtime, the Reverend DoGor 
Humphrey Hinchman, now Lord Bifhopof Lon- 
don (whodoes hot mention him, but with | 
(ome ‘veneration for the life and excellenr 
learning of Mr, George Herbert) tells me, He 
bid his hand on Mr.Herberts Head,and (alas!) 
within lefs than three Years, lent his Shoulder to - 
carry his dear Friend to bis Grave. | 
And , that Mr, Herbert might the better pre= 
ferve thofe holy Rales which fach a Prief as he 
intended to be;ought to obferves; and, thae 
time might not infenfibly blot them ouc of his 
memory, but che next year thew him his vari+ 
- ations from this years refolutionss he there- 
fore, did fer down his Rules in that order,as the. 
World now fees chem printed in a little Book, 
call'd, The Countrey Parfon,in which fomeot hig 


_ Rales are: ; ; 


. The Parfons Knowledge, 
The Parfon on Sundayes, 
The Parfon Praying, 
The Parfon Preaching, 
| ‘The Parfons Charity, | 
| The Parfon comforting the S ick, . 
The Parfon Arguing. | 
~ The Parfon Condefcending, 
| The Parfon in his Fourney, i 
The 
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The Parfon in his Mirth, | 
The Parfon with bis Church-wardcns, 
The Parfons Bleffing the People, 





Aad his behavior toward God and man,may 
_ be faid to bea practical Comment on thefe;and 
the other holy Rules fet down in that ufeful 
Book, ABook, fo fullof plain, prudent and 
ufefal Rules, that, thae Countrey Parfon, that 
can{pare t2d. and yer wants, is {carce excu- 
fables becaufe ic will both dirett him what he 
is to do, and convince him for not having dohe 


if. | . ‘ 
At the Death of Mr. Herbert,this Book fell 
into the hands of his friend Mr, Woodnot. and 
he commended it into the crafty hands of Mr; 
Bar, oly, who publith’c ic with a moft confciens 
tious, and excellent Preface; fromm which I~ 
have had fome of thofe Trifchs; thae are rela- 
eed in this li'eof Mr. Herbert, | 
The Texe for his firft Sermon, was taken 
out of Solomons Proverbs, and che words were, 
Keep thy beart with af diligence, Inwhich hift 
Sermon, he gave his Parifhione:s many necefli- 
ry, holy; fafe Rules, for the difcharge of a good 
Conftience, both to God and man. And, de- 
liver'd his Sermon afrera moft florid manner, 
both with great learning and eloquence. And 
-atche clofe of his Sermon, told them, Thi? 
fhiuld not be his conftant way of Preaching , and 
shat he would not fill their beads with nnnccijfary 
Ye D Nf: 9n5 5 
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Notions , but. that for their fakes, his langnaze: 
and his expreffions jhould be more plain and practt- 
calinhis future Sermons, And hethen made it 
his kumble requcft, That they wou'd be constant . 
te the Afternoons Service, and Catechifing, And 
fhewed them convincing reafons why he defir’d 
it} and his obliging examp‘e and per{wafions, 
broughe them to a willing conformity co his 
Cefires, 

The Texts for all his Sermons, were con- 
{tantly taken out of theGofpel for the day 5 
and he did as conftanetly declare why the 
Church did appoint that portion of Scripture to 
be that dayread: And in what manner the Col- 
le for every Sunday does refer to the Gofpel,or 
to the Epé/i/e then read to them, and, that they 
might pray with underftanding, he did ufually 
take occafion to explain, not only the Colleé 
forevery particular day, but the reafons of all 
the other Collcé¢s and Refponfes in our Service 5 
and, made it appear co them, chat, the whole 
Service of the Church, was a reafonable, and 
therefore an acceptable Sacr.fice to God: as 
namely, that we begin with Confeffion of our 
felves to be vile, wilerable finners, and,that we 
begin fo, becaufe cill we have confeffed our 
{elves to be fuch, we are nor capsble of that 
mercy which we acknowledge we need, and 
pray for; bue having in the prayer of our 
Lord, begg’d. pardon for thofe fins which we 
have conteft: And hoping, that as the — 

| . hac 
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hath declar’d our Abfolution,fo by our publick 
Confeffion, and real Repentance, we have ob- 
tain’d that pardon: Then, we dare proceed to 
beg of the Lord,te open our lips that onr mouths 
may foew forth his praifes for, till then, we are 
neither able,nor worthy to praife him : But this 
being fuppos’d, we are then fit to fay, Glory be 
to the Father, and to theSon, and tothe Holy | 
Ghoft ; and fit to proceed to a further fervice of 
our God, inthe Colec?s, and Pfalms, and Lands 
— that follow m the Service, a of 

Aad, as to thefe Palms and Lawds, he pro- 
ceeded to inform them,why they were fo often, 
and fome of them daily repeated in our Charch- 
fervice > namely, the P/alms every Month, be- 
caufe they bean Afforical and thankful repeti> 
tion of mercies paft; and, fuch a compofiticn 
of prayers and praifes, as ought to be repeated 
often, and publickly 5 for, with fuch Sacrifices, 
God # honour'd,and well-pleafed, This, for the 
Pfalms. | | : 

And for the Hyams and Lauds, appointed to 
be daily repeated or fung after the firft and fe- 
cond Leffons were read to the Congregat 
on, he proceededago inform them, that it was 
moft reafonable, after they have heard the will 
and goodnefs. of God declar’d or preach’t by 
the sie in his reading the two Chapters,that 
‘it was then a feafonable Duty to rife up and 
exprefs their gratitude’ to Almighty God for 
tthofe his mercies.ro them, and to all Mankind, 

er D2. and 
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and fay withthe bleffed Virgin, That their Sonls 
do magnifie the Lord, and that their [pirits do al- 
fo rejoyce in Ged thety Saviour: And chat it was 
their Dury alfo to rejoyce with Ssmeon in his 


Song, and fay with him, That thesr eyes have al- 


fo feen their falvation, for they have feen that 
{a:vation which was bat prophefted till his 
times and he thenbroke out in expreffions of 
joy tofeeit: but they live co fee it daily,in the 
Hiftory of it, and therefore ought dai'y to re- 
joyce, and dat'y tooffer up their Sacrifices of 
praife ro their God, for that and all his mercies, 
A fervice, which is now the conftant employ- 
ment of that blefed Virgin, and Simeon, and 
all thofe b'effed Saints that are poffeft of Heae 
ven; and where they are ac this time inter- 
changeably, and conftantly finging, Holy, Hely, 
Holy Lord God, Glory be toGod on High, and om 
Earth peace, Aadhetaughtthem, thattodo ~ 
this, was an acceptable fervice to God, becaufe 
the Prophet David {ayes in his Plalms, He that 
praifeth the Lord, hononreth him. 

He made them to underftand, how happy 
they:-be thac are freed from the incumbranees 
of that Law which our Fore-fathers groan’d 
under: namely; fromthe Legal Sacrifices; and | 
from the many Ceremonies of the Levitical Law: — 
freed from Circumcifion,and from the ftri@ ob- 
fervation of the Few:/h Sabbath, and the like: 


‘And he made them know, that having receiv'd 


~ fo many, and fo great b‘effings, by being born 
a 5-8 fince 
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fince the dayes of our Saviour, ic muft be an 


_ acceptable Sacrifice to Almighty God, for - 


them to acknowledge thofe bleffings, and ftand 
up and worfhip, and fay as Zacharias did, Blef- 
fed be the Lord Godof Vrael, for he hath ( in out 
dayes.) vifited and redeemed his people ; and (he . 
hath inourdayes ) remembred,and fhewed that 


- mercy which by the mouth of the Prophets, he pro- 


mifed to our Fore-fathers:- and this he hath 
done, according to his boly Covenant made with - 


| them: And we live to fee and enjoy the bene- 


fic of it, in his Birth, in his Life, his Paffon,his - 
Refurrec¥ion and Afcenfion into Heaven, where 
he now fits fenfible of all our temptations and 
infirmities; and where he is at this prefent time 
making incerceffion for us, to his, and our Fa- - 
ther, and therefore they ought daily to exprefs 
their publick gratulacions, and fay daily with 


_. Zacharias, Bleffed be that Lord God of Urael that 


hath thus vifited, and thus redeemed his people.-- 
Thefe were fome of the reafons by which Mr, 
Herbert inftructed his Congregation for the 
ufe of the Pfalms, and the Hymns appointed 
to be daily fung or faid in the Church-fer- 
vice, } 

He inform’d them, when the Prief did pray 
only for the Congregation,and not for himfelfs 
and when they did only pray for him, as name- 
ly, after the repetition of the Creed, before he 
proceeds to pray the Lords prayer,or any of che 
appointed Collects, the Prieft is directed to® 
- D 3 kneel 
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kheel down, and pray for them, faying==The 
Lord be with you--- And then they pray tor him, 
faying-- And with thy fpirit.and he aflurd them, 
that when there is fuch mutuallove , and fuch 
joint prayers offer'd for eachother, then the 
holy Angels look down from Heaven, and are 
feacy to carry fuch charitable defires to God 
Almighty,and he as ready to receive them ; and 
thae a Chriftian Congregation calling thus up- 
on God, with one heart, and one voyce, and in 
one reverend and humble pofture look as beau- 
— as Ferufalems, chat is at peace with it 
felf, — 
He inftiucted them, why the prayer of our 
Lord was pray’d often in every full fervice of 
the Church; namely, at che conclufion of the 
feveral parts of that Service; and pray’d then, 
not only becaufe it was compos’d and com- 
manded by our Jefus that made it, but as a per- 
fect parcern for our lefs perfect Forms of pray- 
er, and therefore fittefttofum up and conclude 
all our imperfect Petitions, : 
He inftruéted them, that as by -the fecond 
Commandment we are requir'd not to bow 
down, or worfhip an Ido!, or falfegod; fo, by 
the contrary Rule, we are to bow down and 
kneel, or ftand up and worfhip the trae God : 
And he inftru@ed them, why the Church re- 
quir'd the Congregation to ftand up, at the re- 


‘petitionof the Creeds ; namely, becaufe they 
aid thereby declare both their obedience to the 


Church , 
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Church, and an affent to that faith into which | 
they hadbeenbaptiz’d. Andhetaughe chem, 
that in chat fho: ter Creed, or Doxology fo of-., 


cen repeated daily ; they a!fo ftood up to tefti- 
fie their belief to be, that, the God that they 
trufted in was one God, and three perfons, the F a- 
ther, the Son, andthe Holy Ghoft, to whom , the 


Prieft gave glory: And b:caute there had been. 
Hereticks that had denied fome of thefe three. 


perfons to be God, therefore the Congregaticn 
{ftood up and honour'd him, by conteffing and 
faying, It was fo inthe beginning, is now [0, and 
fhall ever be fo World without end, Anda:l gave 
their affent to this belief, by faying Amen, 

He inftructed them, what benefit they had, 


by the Churches appointing the (Celebration | 


of Holy-dayes, and the excellent ufeof thems 
namely, thac they were {ct aparc for particular 
Commemorations of particular mercies recet 
ved from Almighty Gods and (as Reverend 
Mr. Hooker {ayes ) to be the Lazd marks to 
diftinguifhitimes; for by chem we are caught to 
take notice how the years pafs by us ;, and,thae 
we oughtnot to!erthem pafs without a Cele- 
bration of praife for thofe mercies which they 
pive us occafion to remember; and cheretore 
the year is appointed to begin the 2524 day. of 
March ; aday,ia which we commemorate the 
Angels appearing to the B Virgin,with the joy- 
ful cydings that fhe fhould conceive and bear aSon; 
that fhoutd be the redecmer of Mankind ; and, fhe 


D 4. did 


FS 7 A ER atte grr eee ae EIETEEee —o 


5. 


wee ee 


56 





op te a Se es 


Che Life of Or. Geogge evbert. 


did fo Forty weeks afrer this joyful faluracion 5 
name'y,at our Chriffmas,a day in which we 
commemoraie his Buch, with joy and prazfe ; 


and thareight dayes after this happy Birth, we ” 


celebrare his Carcumcifions namely, in that 
which we call New-years day, And that upon 
that we call Twelfth-dey, we commemorate the 
mauifeftation of che unfearchable riches of Je- 
fus tothe Gentiles: And chat day we alfo cele- 
brace the memory of his goodne(s in fending a 
Star to guide the three wife men from the Ea/t 
to Beth/em, that they might there swer/bip, and — 
prefent him wich cheir ob!ations of Gold, Frank- 
incenfe, and Myrrbe, And he (Mr, Herbert ) 
inftrected them, that Sefas was Forty dayes 
afrer his Birth, prefented by his bleffed mother 
inthe Temple, namely, on that day which we 
Cull, the Purification f the blef[ed Virgin, Saint 
Mary, Aad he inftru@ed them, that by the 
Lint-faf, we imicate and commemorate our 
Saviowis humiliation in fafting Forry dayes 3 
and,that we ought to endeavour to be like him 
inpuritv, And, chaton Good friday we com- 
memorate and condole his Crucifixion, And, 
at Eafler,commemorate his glorious Refurrec?i- 
gn, And hetaughr them, that after Jefus had 
imaniselted himfelf to his Difciples, to be that 
Chrifl that was crucified, dead and baried, that 
ghen by his appearing and congerfing with them 


far the fpace of Forty dayes after his Refur- 


reéen, fe shen, gud not till then, afcended into 
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Heaven, in the fight of his Difciples, namely, 
on that day which we call the Afcenfion, or 
Hely Thur{day, And that we then celebrate 
_ the performance of the promife which he made 
to his Difciples , at or before his Afcenfions 
namely, that though he left them, yer be wauld — 
fend them the Holy Ghoft to be their Comforter s 
and he did fo on that day which the Church 
calls Whit(waday—T hus the Church keeps an 
Hiftorical’ and circular Commemoration of 
times, as they pafs by uss of fuch cimes, as 
ought to incl:ne us to occafional praifes,for the 
particular bleffings which wedo, or might re- 
ceive at thofe holy timés, : 3 

He made them know, why the Church hath 
appointed Emsber-weeks; and, to know the 
reaton why the Commandements, and the Epi- 
files and Gofpels were to be read at the A/tar,or 
Communion Table: why the Prieft was to pray — 
the Litany kneeling; and, why to pray fome 
Collects {tanding; and he gave them many 
other obfervations,fit for his plain Congregati- 
on,bue not fit for me now to mention;for J muft 
fet limits tomy Pen,and not make that a Trea- 
tile, which Iintended to be a much fhorter ac- 
count thanI havé made its but I have done, 
when J have told the Reader, that he was con- 
{tant in Catechifing every Sunday in the After- 
noon, and that his Catechifing was after his fe- 
cond leffon, and in the Pulpitjand that he never 
. exceeded his half hour, and was always fo happy 

as tohaveafullCongregarion =  —- But 
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Buc to this I muft add, Thatif he were ac 
any time too zealous in his Sermons, it was, in 
reproving the indecencies of the peoples beha- 
viour, inthetime of Divine Service; and of 
thofe Minifters thac hudled up the Church- 
prayers, without 3 vifible reverence and affc@i- 
. ons namely, fuchasfeem'd to fay the Lords 
prayer, or a Collect in abreaths bute for him- 


(elf, his cuftom was, to {top betwixe every Co!- — 


lect, and give the peop'e tune to confider what 
they had pray'd,andto force their defires af- 
fectionately to God, before he engag’d chem 
inconew Petitions, | 

And by this account of his diligence, to 
make his Parifhioners underftand what, and why 
they pray’d, and prais’d, and ador’d their Crea- 
tor, hope! thall che more eafily obtain the 
Readers belief to the following account of 
Mr, Herberts own practices; which was, to ap- 
pear conftanrly with his Wife,and three Neeces 
(the daughters of a deceafed Sifter ) and his 


whole Family, twice a day ac the Charch- | | 


prayers, in che Chappel which does almoft join 
to his Parfonage-houfe, And forthe time of 
his appearing, it was ftrictly at the Canonical 
_ hours of Ten and Four, and then,2nd there,he 
lifted up pure and charitable hands to God in the 
midft of theCongregation, And he would 
joy to have fpent that eime in chat place, where 
the honour of his Mafter Jefus dwellech; and 
there, by chat inward devotion which he — 
ba : | : € 
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ed conftantly by an humble behaviour, and vi- — 
fible adoration, he, like David , brought not 
only his own Houfhold thus to ferve the Lords 
but brought moft of his Parifhioners,and many 
Gentlemen in the Neighbourhood, conftantly 
to make a part of his Congregation twice a — 
day; and fome of the meaner fort of his Pa- 
rith, did fo love and reverence Mr, Herbert that 
they would lee their Plow ret when Mr, Her- 
berts Saints-Bell rung to Prayers , that they — 
might alfo offer their devotions to God with 
him, and would then return back to their Plow, 
And his moft holy life was fuch, that it begot 
fuch reverence to God, and to him, that they 
thought themfelves the happier,when they car- 
ried Mr. Herberts blefing back with them to 
their labour. ' Thus powerful was his reafon, 
and example, to perfwade others to a practical 

iety,: er ae ee ar , aoa a 

‘ And his conftant publick Prayers did never 
make him to neglect his own private devoti- 
ons, nor thofe prayers chat he choughe himfelf 
bound co perform with his Family 5 which al- 
wayes were a Set-form, and not long; and he 
did alwayes conclude them with that Collect 
which the Church hath appointed for the day 
or week,——Thus he made every dayes fanttity a 
fiep towards that Kingdom where Impurity cannot 
enter, : 

His chiefeft recreation was Mufick, in which 
heavenly Art he was a moft excellent sar 

iD 





60 Whe Life of Br. George Herbert. 


and, compos'd many divine Hymns and An- 
thems, which he fee and fung to his Lute 
or Yivls and, though he was a lover of re- 
tirednefs, yer his love to. Mafick was fuch, 
thae he wene ufually twice every week on 
certain appointed dayes, to the Cathedral 
Church in Salisbury, and at his retgrn would 
fay, That bis time [pent im Prayer, and Ca- 
thedral Mufick, elevated hw Soul, and was 
his Meaven spow Earth: But before his re- 
turn thence to Bemerton, he would ufual- 
ly fing and play his pare, at an appoint- 
ed private Mulick meetings and,to juftifie 
this practice, he would often fay, Religion does 
not banifh mirth, but only mbattsie aed ton rules 
ho tt, ae 

And, as his defire to enjoy 4 Heaven 
upos Earth, drew him twice every week 
to Salisbury, fo, his walks thither, were 


the occafion of many happy accidents to 


others, of which, J will mention fome 
few, | 
Inone of his walks to Salisbury, he o- 
vertook a Gentleman that is ftill living in that 
City, and in their walk together, Mr, Herbert 
took a fair occafion to talk with him, and hum- 
bly begg’d tobe excus’d, if heask’d him fome 
account of his faith; and faid, J do this, 
the rather, becanfe though you are not of my 
Parifh, yet I receive Tythe from you by the 
hand of your Tenant, and, Sir, 1 am the bolder 
| : | te 
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to do it; becaufe I know there be fome Sermon- 
hearers , that be like thofe Fifhes, that alwayes 
live in alt water, and yct are alwayes 


refh. _ | 
f After which expreffion, Mr, Herbert ask 
ed him: fome needful Queftions , and ha- 
ving received his anfwer, gave him fuch 
Rules for the tiyal of his fincerity, and 
for a practical piety, and in fo loving and 
meek a manner, chat the Gentleman did 
fo fall in love with him, and his difcourfe, 
that he would often contrive to meet him 
in his walk to Salisbury, or to attend 
him back to Bemwerton; and ftill mentions 
the name of Mr. George Herbert with vene- 
= and ftill praifes God that he knew 
im, : | | 
In another ‘of his Salisbury walks, he 
mec with a Neighbour Minifter, and af- 
ter fome friendly Difcourfe betwixt them, 
and fome Condolement for the wicked- 
nefs of che Times, and Contempt of the 
Clergy , Mr, Herbert took occcafion to 
p 
One Cure for thefe Diftempers , would 
be for the Clergy themfelves to keep the 
Ember-Weeks ftrictly, and begg of their 
Parifbioners to joys with him im Fafting 
ana Prayers, for «a more Religious Cler- 
£7. : 


And | 








er 
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And another Cure would be, for themto res | 
flore the great and neglected duty of Catechie 
fing. on which the falvation of fo many of the poor «- 
and ignorant Lay-people does depends but prin- 
cipally, that the Clergy themf{elves would be [ure © 
teliveunblameably, and that the dignified Cler-  :. 
ey efpecially, which preach Temperance, would 
avoid Sarfetine, and take all oceafions teexprefsa 
vifible humilsty, and charity iv their lives; for 
thes wonld force a love and an imitation, and an 
anfeicned reverence from all that knew them: 

( And for proof of this, we need no other Te- 
ftimony, than che life and death of Dr, Lake, 
late Lord Bithopot Bath and Wells) Thu ,(faid | 
Mr. Herbert ) would be aCure forthe wickednefs | 
and growing Athei(m of owr Age, And,mydear + 
Brother, ti this be done by us, and done inear- 
net let no man expect a ehraain of the man- 
ners of the Laity: for’tss not learning, bat this, 
this only, that wuft doit, andrill then, the fanlt 
muft lie at our doors. : . 

In another walk to Salisbury, he {aw a poor 
man,with a poorer horfe, chat was fall’n uncer 
his Loads chey were both in diftrefs,and need- 
ed prefene helps which Mr, Herbert perceiv- 
ing, put off his Canonical Coac, and help’d 
the poor man to unload, and after toload his > 
horfe: The poor man blefthim for it; andhe _ 
bleft the poor man, and was fo like the geod 
Samaritan, that he gave him money to refrefh 
both himfelf and his horfe; and told — 
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if helow'd bimfelf, he fhould be merciful to his 
Beaf. Thushelefe che poor man, and at: his 
coming to his myfical friends at Salsbury, they 
began to wonder that Mr. George Herbert,which 
us'dto be fo trim and clean, came into that 
company fo foyl’d and difcompos’d; but he 
told them the occafion: And when one of the 
company told him, He had difparag’d himfelf by 
fo dirty an employments his anfwer was, That 
the thought of what he had done, would prove 
Mufick to him at Midnight 5 andthe omiffion of 
it, would have upbraided and made difcord in his 
Con{cience,whenfoever he fhould pafs by that places 
for if Ibe bound to pray for all that bein diftrefs, 
Lam fare I am bound fo far as it is in my power to 
practife what I pray for, And thongh Ido not wifb 
for the like occafion every day, yet let me tel you, I 
would not willingly pals one day of my life, without 
comforting a fad foul, or fhewing mercy, and I 
‘praife God for this occafion: And now let’s tune 
our Inftraments. : | 
Thus, as our bleffed Saviour after his Refur- 
| reétion, did take occafion to interpret the Scri- 
peure to Cleopas, and that other Difciple which 
he met with and accompanied too in their jour- 
ney to Emmaus {o Mr, Herbert,in his path to- 
| ward Heaven, did daily take any fair occafion 
to inftru& the ignorant, or comfort any that 
were in afil ction; and did alwayes confirm his 
precepts, by fhewing mercy, : 


| And 
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And he was moft happy in his Wifes uri- 
forc’d compliance with his a&s of Charicy, 
whom he made his A/moner, and paid conftant- 
ly into her hand, « tenth penny of what meney 
he receiv'd for Tythe, and gave her a power to 
difpofe that tothe poor of his Parifh, and wich 
ita power todifpofe a tenth part of the Corn 
thac came yearly into his Barns which craft 
fhe did mof faithfully perform,and would often 
offer to him as account of ber ftewardfhip, and — 
as often beg an inlargement of his bounty, for 
fhe rejoyc'd inthe employment; and chis was 
ufually laid ouc by her in Blawkets and Shooes, ~ 
for fome fuch poor people,as fhe knew to ftand 
in moft needof them, This, asto her Chari- 
ty——— And for his own, he fet nolimitsto it 3 
nor did ever turn his face from any that he faw 
in want, but would relieve them, efpecially his 
poor Neighbours , to the meaneft of whofe 
Houfes, he woald go and inform himfelf of 
their wants, aod relieverhem cheartully if chey 
were in diftrefs; and would alwayes’ praile 
God, as much for being willing, as for being 
able co do it, And, when he was advis'd bya 
friend to be more frugal, becaufe he might have 
Children, his anfwer was, He would not fee the 


danger of want fo far off, but, being the Scri- 


pare does fo commend Charity, astotell us, that 
Charity is the top of Chriftian vertues, the co- 
vering of fins, the fulfilling of the Law, the life 
of Faith, Aud, that Charity hath a promife ao 

the 
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the bleffings of this life, and of «a reward in that. 
life which is to comes being thefe, and more ex-- 
cellent things are in Scripture {poken of thee o- 
Charity; and being all my Tythes, and Charch-. 
dues, are 4 Deodate from th:eO my Gods make 
me, O my God, {o far totruft thy promife, as to re- 
turn them back tothee , and, by thy erace,I wik 
do fo, in diftributing them to any of thy poor mens- 
bers that are in diflrefs, or. do but bear the imaze 
of Fefusmy Mafter. Sir (laid he co his triend) 

| my Wife hath a competent maintenance fecur'd her 
after my death, and therefore as this is my prayer, 
fo this my refolution fhall by Gods erace be unal- 
terable, | | 

This may be fome account of the excellen- 
cies of the active part of his life, and thus he 
continued,till a Confumption fo weakned him, 
as to confine him to his Houfe,or to the Chap- 
pel, which does almoft join to it; in which, he 
continued to read Prayers conftantly twice eve- 
ry day, though he were very weak s in one of 
which times of his reading, his Wife obferv’d 
him to read in pain, and told him fo,and that ic _ 
walted his fpirits, weakned him, and he con- 
fefs'd it, bue faid, His life could not be better 

Speat than inthe fervice of his Mafter Fc{us.who 
ad done and {affered (0 much for him: But,he | 
{aid, rwill not be wilfal, for Mr; Boftock fhall 
be appointed to read Prayers for mc to morrow,and 
Iwill now be only ahearer of them, till this mor- 
bal fhall put on immortality. & And Mr, Boffo k 


cid 
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cid the next day undertake and continue th’s 
happy employment, till Mr, Herberts death.--- 
This Mr. Boffock was a learned and vertuous 
man, anold trend of Mr, Herberts, and then 
his Cuate tothe Church ot Falffon, whichis 
a mile from Beasrrton, towhich Church, Be- 
merton is but a Chai pel of eafe.--- And,this Mr, 
Boftock didalfo conttantly fupply the Charch- 
fervice tor Mr, Herbert in that Chappel , when 
the Mufick-meeting at Salisbury, caus d his ab 

fence from te, 3 
About one month before his death,his friend 
Mr, Farrer (tor an account of whom] am by 
promife indebted tothe Reader, and intend to 
make him fudden payment ) fent Mr, Edmund 
Duncon (who isnow Rector of Fryer Barnet in 
the County of Mrddlefex) from his H -ule of 
Gidden Hel’wl ichis near to Huntington to lee 
Mr, Herbert, and to affure him, he want<d not 
his daily prayers for his recovery; and Mr, Dun- 
con was to return back to Gidden, with an ac- 
count of Mr. Herérts condition, Mr, Dus- 
con tound him ac that time lyinz on his Bed, or. 
ona Pallets but at his feeing Mr, Dancon, he © 
rais'd himfelf vigoroufly, faluted hiv,and with — 
fome earneftneis inquird the healch of his bro- 
ther Farrer, of which Mr, Dwacox fasisfied 
him, and afrer a conference of Mr, Farrers 
holy life-and che manner of his conftant ferving . 
God, he faid to Mr. 4 uncon--- Sar, 1 foe by your 
habit that you are a Prieft, andl defire you to pray 
| | Wht 
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swith me; which being granted, Mr, Duncon 
ask’d him, what Prayers ? to which, Mr, Her- 
berts anfwer was, O Sir, the Prayers of my Me- 
ther, the Church of England, no other Prayers ave 
equal to thems but, at thistime, I beg of you to 
pray only the Litany. for I avs weak and faint,and 
Mr, Duncon did fo. After which, and fome 
other difcourfe of Mr, Farrer, Mrs, erbert 

_ provided Mr, Duacona plain Supper,and a clean 
Lodging, and he betook himfelf to reft--This 
Mr, Dancon tells mes and, that at his firft view 
of Mr, Herbert, he faw majefty and humility fo 
reconcil’d in his looks and behaviour, as begot 
in him an awful reverence for his perfon, and 

_ fayes, his difcourfe was fo pious, and his moti- . 
on fogentileand meck, that after almoft forty 
years , they remain ftill frefh in bis me- 
mory, | 

The next morning, Mr, Dancon left him,and 

betoo« himfelf toa Journey to Bath, but with 

a promife to return back co him within five 

dayes, and he didfo; but before] fh Il fay any 
thing of what difcourfe chen fell betwixt them 
two, I will pay my promis’d account of Mr, 

Farrer, | 

Mr. Nicholas Farrer ( who got the reputa- 
tion of being call’d Saint Nicholasjat the age of 
fix years ) was born in London, and doubriefs 
had good education in his youth; but certain- 
ly, was ata fic age made Fellow of Clare- Hal! 
in Cambridge, where he continued to be eminent 
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for his temperance and learning, Aboue the 
36th year of hs Age, he betook himfelf to 
Travel,in which te added to his Latin and 
Greek, 2 perfect knowledge of all che Langua- 
ges fpokenin the Wefte:n parts of our Chri- 
ft:an world, and underftood well che principles 
of their Religion, and their manner, and the 
reafons of their worfhip, Inthis his Travel, 
he met with many per{wafions to come into a 
communion with thac Church which calls ic 
{elf Catholick, but he recurn’d from his Travels 
as he went, eminent for his obedience to his 
Mother, the Church of England, In his abfence 
from England. Mr, Farrers father (who was a 
Merchant) allow’d him a liberal maintenance s 
and,not long after hisreturn into England, he 
had by thedeath of his father, or an elder bro- 
ther, an Eftate left him, that enabled him to 
buy Land to the value of s00/,a year, the 
greateft pare of which Land was at Little Gid- 
den, four or fix miles from Huntington, and a- 
bout 18 from Cambridge, which place he chotfe 
for the privacy of it, and the Hall, which had 
the Parifi-Church, or Chappel belonging, and 
adjoining near to its for Mr, Farrer having 
feen the manners and vanicies of the World, 
and found them to be, as Mr, Herbert ayes, A 
nothing berween two Difbes, he did fo contemn 
the World, that he refolv’d to fpend the re- 
mainder of his lite in mortifications, and in de- 
votion, and charity, and to be alwayes prepar’d 

| or 
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And his Life was fpent ' 


for Death, 
thus, | 
He, and his Family, which were like a little 
Colledge, and about Thirty in number, did 





ee eee ee a te ree 


moftof chem keep Lest, and all Ember-weeks | 


ftridtly , borh in fatting, and ufing all chofe 
prayers thac che Church hath appointed to be 
thenufed ; and he and they, did the like on 


Fridayes, and on the Vigils, or Eves appainted | 


» to betafted before the Saints dayes, and, this 
frugality and abftinence, curn’d to the relief of 
the Poor; but, this was but a part of his cha- 
rity, none but God and he knew the reft, 

This Family,which I have faid to be in num- 
ber about Thirty, were a pare of them his 
Kindred, and the reft chofen to be of a temper 
fit to be moulded into a devout life; and all of 

them were for their difpofitions ferviceable 
and quiet, and humble, and free from fcandal, 
Having thus ficced himfelf tor bis Family, he 
did about the year 1630, betake himfelt to a 
conftint and methodical fervice of God,and it 
was in this manner,——‘ije did himfelf ufe to 
read the Common prayers ‘(for he was a Dea- 
con ) everyday, at the appointed hours of ten 
and four, in che Church which was very near his 
Houfe, and which he had both repair’d and a- 
dorn’d ; for it was fall’ninto a great ruine, by 
rea(on of a depopulation of the Vilage before 
Mr. Farrer bought the Mannor, And he did 
alfoconftantly read the Mattins every morning 
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at the hour of fix, eicher in the Church, er in 
an Oratory, which was within his own Houfe: 
And many of the Family did there continue 
with him after the Prayers were ended , and 
there they {pent fome hours in finging Hymns, 
or Anthems, fomecimes in the Church, and 
often to an Organ in the Oratory, And,they 
{omerimes betook themfelves to meditate, or 
to pray privately, or to read a part of the New 
Teftament, or to continue their praying or 
reading the Pfalms; and in cafe the Pfalms 
were not all read inthe day, then Mr, Farrer, 


-and others of the Congregation, did at Night, 


at the ting of a Watch-bell, repair to the 
Church or Oratory, and there berake them- 
fe\v es to prayers, and lauding God,and reading 
the Palms thae had nor beenread inthe days 
and when thefe, or any part of the Congrega- 
ton grew weary, or faint, the Watch-bell was 
yung, fometimes before, and fometimes a‘ter 
Micniv he; and chen a part of the Family rofe, 
and maintain’d the Watch,fometimes by pray- _ 
ing. or finging Lan’s to God, or reading the 

Piums 5 and when after fome hours they alfo 
grew weary or fainr chen they rung the Watch- 
be:l.and were relicv’c by fome of the former, 
or by anew part of theSociety, which conti- 
nued their devotions (as hath been m:ntioned) 


“unt:! moming ---And itis to benoted, that in 


this continu..! ‘erving of God, the Pfalcer, or 
whole Zook of Pfalms,was in every four and 
| twenty 


Che Life of Br. Gengeberbert, yr 
twenry hours, fung or read over, from the frit 
to che laft verfe, and chis done as conftintly, as 
the Sun rans his Circle every day cbour che 
World, and then begins it again che {ame in- 
ftene chat it ended, 

Thus did Mr, Farrer,and his happy Family, 
fe:ve God day and night, Thasdid they al- 
wayes behave theméelves, as in his pretence, 
And they did alwayes eat andd.inx by the 
{triéteft rules of Temperance; eat and drink 
fo, as to be reacy to rifeat Midnight, or at the 
callof a Watch. bell, and perform their devo- 
tions to God,---And ’tis fit to cell the Reader, 
that many of the Clergy that were more in- 
clin’d to practical pety, and devor’on, then to 
doub:ful andneed!efs Difputations , did often 
come to Gidden Hall, and make themfelves a 
pare of thac happy Society, and ftay a week or 
more, and join with'Mr, Farrer, and the Fami- 
ly in chefe Devotions, and afift and eafe him or 

them incheir Watch by Night; and thefe va- 
rious Devotions,had never lefs than two of the 
domeftick Family in the Night; and the 
Watch was alwayes kept in che Church or O:2- 
tory. unlefs in extreme cold Winter-nights,and 
then ic was maintain’d ina Parlor which had a 
fire init, and the Parlor was fitted for chat pur- 
pofe;and this courfe of piety,:nd gre:t liberality 
to his poor Neighbou:s,Mr, Farrer maintain’d 
till his death, which was in the year 1639, 
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Mr, Farrers,and Mr, Herberts devout lives, 
were both fo noted, that the general report of 
their fanctity, gave them occafion to renew 
that flight acquaintance which was begun at 
their being Contemporaries in Cambridze,and, 
this new holy friendihip was maintain’a with- 
out any interview, but only by loving and en- 
cearing Letters, And, one teftimony of their 
friendthip, and picus defigns, may appear by 
Mr, Furrers commending the confiderations of 
Fo0bn Kald([o (a Book which he had met with 
in his Travels, and Tranflared out of Spanz/h 
into Erelifh) to be examin’d andcenfur'd by 
Mr, Herbert; which Book, Mr, Herbert did 
read, and rerurn back with many margi- 
nal Notes, as they be now printed with 
that excellent Book s and with them, Mr, 
Lerbcerts < ffe@tionate Letter to Mr, Farrer, 

This fohaValdeffo was a Spaniard, and was 
for his Leaining and Vertue, much valued and 
low’d by the grest Emperour Charles the fifth, 
'd {fo had followed as a Cavalier all 


“the time of his long and dangerous Wars ; 


and when Valdcfo grew old, and weary of the 
Word. he took his fair opportunity to declare 
to the Emperour; that h:srefo'ution was to de- 
cline His Majeflies Service, and betake himfelf 
to aquiet an icontemplative life, becaufe there 
encht 19 bea vacancy of time, betwixt fighting 
and dyinz.---The Emperor had him(elt, for the 
fame, or other reafons, puton the fame refolu- 

| LIONS 5 
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tions; but God and himfelf did then only =~ 
know thems and he did for thofe, or other 
reafons, defire Valdeffo to confider well of what 
he had faid, but- keep his purpofe within his 
| own breaft, till they two had another like op- . 
portunity of a friendly Difcourfe , which ¥al- 
deffo promis’d, a | 
-In the mean time, the Emperour appoints 
privately adayfor him and Yaldeffo to receive 
the Sacrament publickly,and appointed an elo- 
quent and devout Fryer,to preach a Sermon of 
contempt of the World, and of the happinefs 
and benefit of a quiet and contemplative life, 
which the Fryer did moft affeGtionately, Af- 
ter which Sermon,the Emperour declar’d open- 
ly, That the Preacher had begot in hima refoluti- 
on tolay down his Dienities, to forfake the World, 
and betake himfelf to a Monajtical life. And, 

~ he pretended, he had perfwaded Fob» Valdeffo 
todothelikes but this is moft certain, that 
after the Emperour had called his fon Philip 

out of Exeland, and refign'’d to him all his 

- Kingdoms, that thenthe Emperour, and fobs 
Valdeffo, did perform their refo'utions, 

_ _ This account of Fohn Valde(fo, 1 receiv'd 
from a Friend, that hadit from the mouth of. 
Mr. Farrer: And,the Reader may note,that ia 
this retirement, ohn Valdeffo writ his 110 con- 
fiderations, and many other Treatifes 0° worth, 
which want a fecond Mr, Farrer to procure,and 
Tranflate them, [S23 


After 
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After this account of Mr. Farrer, and Fobn 
Valdce{fo, I proceed to my accouat of Mr, Her- 
bert, and Mr. Dwncon, who, according to his 
promi‘e, return’d the fitch day, and found Mr, 
Herbert much weaker than he left him , and 
therefore their Ditcourfe could not be long; 
but at Mr. Dancons parting with him, Mr. Her- 


bert {poke to this pu:pole--- Sir, 1 pray give my 


st, for I and it, are le{s than the leaft of Gods 


brother Farrer an account of my decaying condt- 
tion, and tell him, 1beah m to continue his pray- 
ers for me,and let him know, hat [have confi ser d, 
That Godonly ts what he would be; and, that I 
am by his grace become now folike him, as to be 
pleas dw:th what pleafeth him, and do not repine 
at my want of health; andtel him, my heart is 
fixed ow that place where true joy w only to be 
found ; and, that I long to be there, and will wait 
my appointed change with hope and patience.- And 
having faid this, he did with fuch a humility as 
{eem’d to exalt him, bow down to Mr. Duacoxz, 
and with a thoughtful and contented look, fay 
to him, Sir, 7 pray deliver thes little Book to my 
dear brother Farrer, and tell him,he fhall find in 
it a picture of the many {piritual Conflicts that 
have pat betwixt God and my Seul,before I could 


[object mine tothe will of Fefus my Mafter , in 


whofe fervice I have now found perfect fieedom 5 
defire him toread tt, and then if he can think it 
may turn to the advantage of any dejected poor 
Soul, let it be made publicks if not, let him burn 


mere 


a re ee eee — 





Che Life of Wr. Geowge Derbert. 75. | 


mercies ---Thus meanly did this humble man 
think of thisexcellent Book, which now bears — 
thename of Zhe TEMPLE: ‘Or, Sacred 


Poems, and Private Ejaculations, of which,Mr, 


Farrer would fay, There wae the picture of a Di- 
vine Soul in every pages and,that the whole Book, 
was fuch a harmony of holy paffions,as would en- 


rich the World with pleafure and piety, And, it 


appears to have done fo, for there have been — 
Ten thoufand of them fold fince the firft Im- 
preffion, 7 3 
And this ought to benoted, that when Mr: 
Farrer fent this Book to Cambridge to be Li- 
cenfed for the Prefs, the Vice-ChanceHor would 
by no means allow the two fo much noted 
Verfes » | | 


Religion ftands a Tip-toe in our Land, 
Ready to pafs tothe American Strand. 


to be printed; and, Mr. Farrer, would by no 
means allow the Book to be printed, and wane 
them: But after fome time, and fome argu- . 
ments for, and againft their being made pub- 
lick, the Vice-ChanceHor faid, I knew Mr, Her- 
bert well, and know that he had many heavenly 
Speculations, and was a Divine Poet , but, I hope 
the World will not take him to be an in[pired Pro- 
phet, and therefore I Licenfe the whole Book: So_ 


__ that itcame to be printed, without the diminu- 
tionor addition of afyllable, fince it was delte 


ver 
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ver'd into the hands of Mr. Dancon, fave only, 
that Mr, Farrer hath added that excellent Pre- 
face that is princed betore it, | 
Ac the time of Mr, Dancons leaving Mr, 

Herbert, which was about three Weeks before 
his death, his old and dear friend Mr, Woodxot, 
came from London to Bemerton, and never left 
him, till he had feen him draw his laft breach, 
and clos'd his Eyes on his Death-bed, In chis 
time ot his decay, he was often vifited and — 
ray’d for by all che Clergy chat liv’d near to 
finn, e(pecially by the Bifhop and Prebends of 
the Cathedral Church in Salsbury; but by 
none more devoutly, than his Wife, his three 
Neeces (thena part of his Family ) and Mr, 
Woodnot, who were che fad Wicneffes of his 
daily decay, to whom he would often {peak to 
this purpofe.--I now look back upon the pleafures 
of my life paft,and (ee the content Ihave taken in 
canty,in wit,in mulick,and pleafant Converfati- 
on, bow they are now all paft by me,as a [hadow that 
returns not, and are all become dead to me,or I to 
thems that as my father and generation hath 
done before me, fo I [hall now [uddenly ( with 
Job ) make my Bed alfoin the dark, and,I praife 
God, Iam prepar'd for it ; and, that I am. not to 
learn patience, now I ftand in {uch need. of its 
and, that Ihave practifed Mortification, and en- 
deavonr dto dye daily, that I might not dye eter- 
pally; and, my hope , that I fhall fhortly leave 
this valley of tears, and be free from all fevers 
: and 
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and pains and which will bea more happy condi- 
tion, I (hall be free from fin, and all the temptati- 
ons and anxieties that attend tt 5 and this being 
paft, I fhall dwell inthe new Jerufalem , dwell 
there with men made perfect, dwell, where thee 
eyes fhall fee my Majter and Saviour Fe{us ; and, 
with bins, {ee my dear mother, and relations, and 
friends 5 but I muft dye, or not come to that hap- 
py places And, this is my content, that I am go- 
sng daily towards it s and, that every day that I 
have liv'd, hath taken a part of my appointed 
time from mes and,that I fhall live the le[s time, 
for having liv’d this, and the day paft.---Thefe, — 
and the like expreffions, which he utter’d often,. 
may be faid to be his enjoyment of Heaven,be- 
fore he enjoy’dit, The Sunday before his death, 
he rofe Suddenly from his Bed or Couch, call'd 
for one of his Inftruments,took it into hand,and 
faid-- My God, my God, ae 8 : 
My Mufick [hall find thee , 
And every ftring 
fhall have his attribute to fing. 
And having tun’d it, he play’d and fung: 
| The Sundayes of mans life , 
Thredded together on times fring , 
Make Bracelets, to adorn the wife 
Of the eternal glorious King: eo 
On Sundayes, Heavens dore flands ope; 
Bleffings are plentiful and rife, 
More plentiful than hope. 
Thus he fung on earth fuch Hymns and An- 
thems, as the Angels and he, and Mr, Farrer, 
now fing in Heaven. Thus 


{ 


78 





Che Life of Br. Seosge Herbert. 


.Thus he continued meditating and praying, 
and rejoycing, till che day of his death, and on 
that day {aid to Mr. Wovdnet, My dear Friend, I 
am forry I have nothing to prefent to my merciful 
God but fin and mifery; but the firft i pardon'd, 
and a few hours will pat a period tothe latter Up- 
on which expreffion, Mr, Woodnot took occafi- 
on to remember him of the Re-edifying Layton 
Church, and his many Aéts of mercy 5 to which 
he made anfwer, faying, Th-y be good works, if 
they be {prinkled with the blood of Chrift , and - 
not otherwife, After this Diicourfe, he became 
more reftlefs,and his Soul feem’d to be weary of 
her earthly Tabernacle; and chis uneafinefs be- 
came fo vifible, thac his Wife, his three Nee- 
ces,and Mr, Woodnot, {tood conftantly about 
his Bed, beholding him wich forrow, and an un- 
willingnefs to lofe che fight of him whom they 
could not hope to fee much longer, As they 
ftood thus beholding him, his Wife obferv'd ° 
him to breath faintly, and wich much trouble ; 
and, obferv’d him to fall into a fudden Agony ; 
which fo furpriz’d her, chat fhe fell into a fud- 
den paffion, and requir’d of him to know bow he 
did? towhich his an(wer was, That he had paft 
a Conflict with his laft Enemy, and had overcome — 
him, by the merits of bis Mafter Fefus. After 
which anfwer, helook’d up, and faw his Wife 
and Neeces weeping to an extremity, and 
charg’d them, Jf they lou’d him, to withdraw 
into the next Room, and there pray every one alone 


_afad obedience, leaving only with him Mr, 
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for him, for nothing but their lamentations could 
make his death wxcomfortable. To which re- 


queft, their fighs and tears would not fuffer 


them to makeany reply, but they yielded him 


Woodnot , and Mr, Boftcck. Immediately. after 
they had Jefe him, he faid to Mr, Boffock, Pray 
Sir open that deor, then look into that Cabinet, in 
which you may cafily find my laft Will, and give it 
into my hand, which being done, he deliver’d it 


into the hand of Mr. Woodnet. and faid, My old 


Friend,I here deliver you my laft Will, in which 


you will find that Ihave made you my foleExecu- 


tor. for the geod of my Wife and Neeces, and I 


defire you to fhew kindnc{s to them, as they foall 


| meed tt; I donot defire you 10 be jnft, for know 


with this borrowed obfervation : 


you will be fo for your own fake , but I charge 
you, by the Religion of our friendfhip, to be care- 
ful of them And having obtain’d Mr, Wood- 
nots promife to be fo, he faid, 1 am now ready to 


dye; after which words he faid, Lord, grant me 


mercy, for the merits of my Pe[us, and now, Lora, 
receive my Soul, And with thofe words breath d 
forth his Divine Soul, without any apparent di- 
fturbance, Mr, Woodvot,and Mr, Boffock,attend- 
ing his laft breath, and clofing his eyes. _ 

T hus heliv’d, and thus he dy'dlike a Saint, 
unfpotted of the World, full of Almf-deeds, 
full of Humility, and all the examples of ver- 
tuous life ; which I cannot conclude better, than 
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But, the religions actions of thejaft, 
Smell! (weet in death,and bloffom in the duft, 
, | 


Mr. George Her berts have done fo to this, 
and will doubtlefs do fo to fucceeding Genera- 
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“Wo Here is a Debt juftly due to the memory 
7 of Mr, Herberts vertuous Wife, a part 
of which Iwill endeavour to pay by awery fhort 
account of the remainder of her life, which [ball 
ollow, 33 
j She continued his difconfolate Widow five 
years, bemoaning her felf, and complaining, That 
fhe had loft the delight of her eyes ; but more, 
that fhe had loft the {yiritual guide for her poor 


foul; and would often fay, O that I had like ho- 
ly Mary, the Mother of Jefus, creafur’d up all © 


his fayings in my heart; but fince Ihave not 
been able to do that, I will !aboar to live like 
him, that where he nowis,I may bealfo, 4zd. 
foe would often fay-(as the Prophet David for 
his fon Abdtolon) OchatIhad dyed for hin, 


Thus fhe continued mourning, tll time and con- 


verfation had fo moderated her forrows, that fhe - 


became the happy vife of Sir Robert Cook of 
Higham én the County of Gloucefter Knight: 

And, though he put a hich value on the excellent 
accomplilhments of her mind and boays and was 
fo like Mr, Herbert, as not to govern like 4 Ma- 
fler, but as an affectionate Husband; yet, lhe 
would even to him often take occafion to mention 
the name of Mr, George Herbert, and fay, Thac 
_ name muft live in her memory, till fhe put off 
mortality, By Sir Robert, fhe bad only one 
Child, a Danghter,whofe parts and plentiful eftate 
make her hap py in this world, and her well ufing 
| | | i ¢ 
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of them, civesa fair teffimony, that foewill Le fo 
3m that which is tocome, 

Mrs, Herbert was the Wife of Sir Robert 
eight years, and liv d his Widow nine, all which 
time, fhe took a pleafure in mentioning, and com- 
mending the excellencies of Mr, George Her- 
bert, She dyed inthe year 1663, and lies buri- 
edat Higham, Mr. Herbert in his own Charch, 
ander the Altar, and coverd with aGrave-ftone . 
without ary infcription, 

Th Lady Cook, had preferv'd many ef Mr. 
Herberts priwate Writings, which [be intended to 
make pubiicks but they, and Higham houfe, 
were burnt together, by the late Rebels; and by 
shems was alfo burnt or deftroyed a choice Library; 
which Mr, Herbert bad faftned with Chains, ina 


fit room in Mountgomery Caftle, being by hins 


dedicated to the {ucceeding Herberts, that fhonld 
become the owners of it, He dyed without an Ene- 
my, if Andrew Melvin dyed before him ? 
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Mr. GEORGE HER 


‘BERT to NF. the 


Transuatour of Val- 


,. deffo. — Ve 


35. 


Y dear and deferving Brother, your Val- 


deffo I now return with many thanks, 
and fome notes, in which perhaps you will d:[co-’ 
ver fome care, which I forbear not inthe midf 


of my griefs , Fir(t for your fakes becanfe, I 


would do nothing negligently that you commit un-— 
to me-s Secondly for the Authors fake, whom I. 


conceive to have been a true fervant of Ged; 
and to fuch, and all that is theirs, I owe dili- 

gence , Thirdty for the Churches fake, to whom 
by Printing it, I would have you confecrate it, Yow 
owe the Church a debt, and God hath put this in- 


to your hands ( as he {ent the Fifh with money to — 


St,Pecer ) to difcharge it: happily alfo with this 
( as his thoughts are fruitful ) intending the ho- 


nour of bis fervant the Author, who being obfcu- 


red in his own Countrey, he would have to flouri(h 
in this land of light, and region of the Gofpel, 
among his chofen. It is true, there are fome 
things which I like not in him, a5 my frag- 
ments will expre[s, when you read thems ne- 


verthile(s I wifh you by all means ta publifh , 
: r 
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it, for thefethree eminent things obfervablethere- 
in: Firft, that God intbe midft of Popery {hould 
open the eyes of ove tounderftand and expre{s fo 
clearly, and excellently the intent of the Gofpel in 
the acceptation of Chrifts righteou[ne{s : ( as be 
forweth through all his Confrderations, ) a thing 
francely bursed; and darkued by the Adver{aries, 
ana their great ftumbling block, Secondly, the 
great honour and reverence, which he everywhere 
bears towards our dear Mafter and Lord; conclu 
ding every Confideration almoft with his holy 
Name, and fetting his merit forth fopioufly, for 
mbich Ido fo love him, that were there nothing 
elle, Iwould Print it, that with it the honour of 
my Lord micht be publifhed, Thirdly, the many | 
pious rules of ordering our life, about Mortificati- 
on, and obfervation of Gods Kingdom within ss, 
andthe working thereof of which he was avery 
diligent obferver, Thefe three things are very 
eminent in the Auther, and overwetch the Defects | 
( 46 Tconceive ) towards the publifhing thereof, 


From his Parfonage 

ot Bemerton, near 

Salubury . Sept. 
29. 3632. 
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To Sir F. D. 


SIR, 
Hough I had the bef wit in the World, 
: yet it would eafily tyre me, to find out 
vaniety of thanks for the diverfity of your fa- 
vours,if I fought to do fo, but, I profe{s it not: 
Andtherefore let it be {uffictent for me, that the 
‘ame heart, which you have won long fince, és (till 
true to you, and hath nothing elfe to an{wer 
your infinite kindne([és, but a con(fancy of obe- 
ditnce; only hereafter Iwill take heed how I 
propofe my defires unto you , fince I find yos fo 
willing to yield to my requefts, for, imce your 
favours come 4 Horfe- back, there is reafon, that 
my defires [hould go a-fost . neither do I make 
any queftion, but that you have performed your 
kindne{s to the full, and that the Horfe is eve- 
ry way fit for me, and I will flrive to imitate 
the compleatne{s of your love, with being in fame 


proportion, and after my manner, 
Your moft obedient Servant, 


George Herbert, 


F 4 For 
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For my dear fick Sifter. 


Moft dear Sifter, 

OY Hink not my filence forgetfalnefs § or,that 
| omy love ts as dumb as my papers, thougn 
bafincfes may ftop my hand, yet my heart, a much 
bezter member, is alwayes with you: and which is 
moi t, with our ood and gractous God, incefantly 
bezving fome cafe of your pains with that earne/t- 
a that becomes your eriefs, and my love, God 
who knows and fees this Writing, knows allo that 
my folliciting him has been much, and my tears 
many for yous judge mee then by thofe waters,and 
not by my ink, and then you fhall justly value 


Your moft truly, 


moft heartily, 
Decem.6, 1€ 20. 
Trin: Cull. affectionate Brother, 
and Servant, 
Georce Herbert, 


SIR, 


— 
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SIR, — ve 1% | 
| Dare no longer be filent, leaft while I 
think I am modeft,I wrong both my felf, 
and alfo the confidence my Friends have in 
me wherefore I will open my cafe unto you, 
which I think deferves the reading at the 
- beafts and it w this, I want Books extreme- 
Lys Yo know Sir, how I am now [etting foot 
into Divinity, to lay the: platform of my fu- 
ture life, -and fhall I then be fain alwayes 
to borrow Books, and build on anothers foun- 
dations ?- What Trade{-man ts there who will 
fet up without his Tools? Pardon my boldnefs 
Sir, it i a moft (erious Cafe, nor canI write 
coldly in that , wherein confifteth the making 
good of my former education, of obeying that 
Spirit which hath guided me hitherto, andof. 
atchieving my (1 dare fay) bolyends. Tht 
alfo is aggravated, in that I apprehend what 
my Friends would have been forward to fay, 
if I had taken ill courfes, Follow yout Book, 
and you fhall want nothing : You know Sir, 2 
is their ordinary [peech, and now let them make 
it goods for, fince, 1hope, I have not deceived 
their expectation, let not them deceive mints. 
But perhaps they will fay, you -are fickly, you 
ganft not fiudy too hard, it w true (God knows ) 
I am weak, yet not fo, but that every day, 
1 may hep one flep towards my journies end ’ 
an 
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and I live my friends fo well, as that if all 
shines proved not well, I had rather the fault 
fhonld lie on me, than on them; but they will 
object azain, What becomes of your Annuity ? 
Str, if there be acy truth in me, I find it 
Little envugh to keep me in health, You know 
I was fick laft Vacation, neither amI yet re- 
covered, fo that I am fain ever and anon, to 
buy fomewhat tending towards my health; for 
infirmities are both painful and coftly, Now 
this Lent I am forbid utterly to eat any Fifh, 
fo that I am fain to dyet in my Chamber at 
mine own coft, for in our publick Halls , yon 
know, % nothing but Fifh and Whit-meats : 
Out of Lent alfo, twice a Week, ow Fridayes © 
and Saturdayes, I muft do fo, which yet fome- 
times I faft. Sometimes alfo I ride to New- 
market, and there lie a day or two for frefh 
Airs all which tend to avsiding of coftlier mat- 
ters, if I fhould fall abfolwtely fick: I proteft 
and vow, I even fiudy T. brif and yet I ams 
fearce able with much ado to make one half 
years allowance, fhake hands with the other: 
And yet if a Book of four or five Shillines 
come in my way, I bay st, thouch I faft for 
its yoa, fometimes of Ten Shillings : But, a- 
bas Sir, what is that to thofe infinite Volumes 
of Divinity, which yet every day fwell, and 
grow bigger, Noble Sir, Asef my boud- 
wes, and confider but thefe threethings, Firft, 
the Bulk of Divinity, Secondly, the time 
when 
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when I defire this (which is now, whew! mut 


lay the foundation of my whole life.) Thirdly, 

what I defire, and to what end, not vain plea- 

fares, ner to a vain end, If thes, Sir, 

there be any courfe, either by engagine my 

future Annuity, or any other way, I defire 

= , Sir, to be my Mediator to whem is my be- 
alf, | 


| Now I write to you, Sir, besaufe to you £ 
have ever opened my heart; and have resfon, 
by the Patents of your perpetual favour to de 
fo till , for 1 am {ure you love 


| Your faithfulleft Servant, 
March 18. 1617, 


Trims Coll Os 
| George Herbert: 
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S I R 9 _— | & ; 
“His Week hath loaded me with your Far. 
vourss Iwifh I could bave come in per - 


fon to thank you, but it is not poffible ; prefently. 


after Michaelmas, J amto make an Oration to thé 
whole Univerfity of an honr long in Latin, and my 
Lincoln journey, bath [et me much behind hand : 
neither can J fo much as co to Bugden, and de- 
liver your Letter, yet have Ifent it thither by a 
faithful Meffencer this day: £ befeech you all, you 
and my dear Mother and Sifter to pardon me, for 
my Cambridge nece/fities are ffronger totye me 
here, than yoursto London: Jf J could poffibly 
have come, none fhonld bave done my m:Tage to 
Sir Fr: Netherlole for me; he and | are anci- 
ent acquaintance, and Ihave a ftrong opinion of 
him, that if he can do me a courtefie, he will of 
himfelf , yet your appearing in it, affects me 
firangely, Ihave fent you bere inclofed a Letter 
from our Maftcr in my behalf, which if you can 
fend to Sir Francis before bis departure, it will do 
well, for it expreffeth the Univerfiries inclination 
tomes yet if you cannot [endit with much con- 
venience, it % no matter, forthe Gentleman needs 
no tncitation to love me, | 
The orators place (that you may underfland 
what its) ws the fineft place intheUniverfity, 
thouch not the gainfullefts yet that will be about 
301], per an, but the commodiou[ne/s er 
| 7 te 
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the Revenues fer the orator writes all the Uni- 
werfity Letters, makes all the Orations, be it to 
King, Prince, or whatever comes tothe Univer- 
fty 5 torequire thefe pains, he takes place next 
the Dotto::, % at al their Affemblies and Meet-— 
ings, and fi's above the Proctors, Regent or 


“Now-ree ont at bis pleafure, and [uch like Gayne(= 


fes, whik wil pleafe a young manwell, 

TL longto hear from Sir Francis, I pray Sir fend 
he Letter you receive from himto meas [oon as 
you can, that ! may work the heads to my purpofe, 
Lhepe! foall get this place without all your Lon- 


den heips, of which 1 am very proud, not but that 


I joy in your favours, but that you may fee, that if 


all fail, yet Iem able to land on mine own legs, 
Noble Sir, I thank yon for your infinite favours, 


I fear only that 1 have omitted fome fitting cir- 
cumftance, yet you will pardon my hafte, which 
wery great, though never fo, but that] have both 
time and work to be | 


é 


Your extreme Servant, 


George Herbert; 


SIR; 
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SIR, | 

Have received the things you fent me, fafes 
4 and now the only thing I long for, % to 
bear of my dear fick Sifters firft, bow her healzh 
fares, next, whether my peace be yet made with 
her concerning my unkind departure, Can I 
be fo happy, a to hear of both thefe that they 
fucceed wellé¢ Is it not too much for me? 
Gosd Sir, make i plais to her, that I loved 
ber even in my departure, in looking to her 
Son, and my charge, I ferrele (he ws not dif- 
poled to [pend her ae fig t on a pitce of paper, 
or elfe 1 had wrote to ber 5 when I fhall ander- 
fland that a Letter will be feafonable, my Pen 
a6 ready, Concerning the Orators place ailgocs 
well yer, the next Friday it 1 tryed, and ac- 
cordingly you hall hear, I have forty bufinef- 
fes ins my bands , your Conrtefee will pardon the 
bake of : 


— 


Your humbleft Servant, 
Jan. 19. 1619, 


Trin: Coll, | 
George Herbert, 


SIR, 
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| - | 
| Under [land by Sir Francis Netherfols Letter; 
that he fears Ihave not fully refolued of the 
matter, fince this place being civil may divert 
me too much from Divinity, at which,wot without 
caufe, he thinks, I aim; but, I have wrote hins 
back, that this dignity, hath no fuch earthinefs tn 
tt, but it may very well be joined with Heavens 
or if it had to others; yet to me it fhonld not, fer 
ought Iyet knews and therefore 1 defire him to 
fend me a direct an{wer in his next Letter, I pray 
| Sir therefore, caufe thes inclofed to be carried te 
his brothers boule of bis ewn name ( as Ithin®) 
at the fign of the Pedler and the Pack on Lon- 
don- bridge, for there he affigns me. Icannot yet 
find leifuve to write tomy Lord, or Sir Benjamin © 
Ruddyards but I bope I fhall foortly,thongh for 
the reckoning of your  ientagst Ifeall never find 
$ime and paper enough, yet ams I 
| 


a Your readieft Servant, 
Ottob. 6. 1619, 


Trin: Coll. 


€ 


George Herbert, 


I remember my moft humble duty tomy Mother, 
who cannot think me, lazy, fince I rode 200 
mile to fee a Sifter, ina way I knew not, in the 
gidft of much bufine(s, and all in a Fortnight, 


not lone fince, To 








To the truly Noble Sir 
7. D, . 


SIR, | 

Under ftand by a Letter from my Brother Hen« 

] ry that he hath boughs 4 parcel of Books for 
mt, and that they are comine over, Now 
thouzh they have hitherto travelled upon yeur 
charge, yet if my Sifter were acquainted that 
they are ready , I dare fay [he would make good 
her promife of taking five or fix pound upon 
her, which he hath hitherto tfc to do, not - 
of her felf, but upon the want of thofe Books 
which were not to be got in England ; for that 
which [urmounts, though your noble d:[pofition 
x infinitely free , yet I bad rather fise to my 
old ward, that if any conrfe contd be taken of 
doubling my Annuity now, upon condition that I 
foould {urcéafe frome all title to it, after I en- 
terd into a Benefice, I honld be moft ¢lad to 
entertain it, and both pay for the furpluface of 
thefe Books, and for ever after ceafe my cla- 
morous and greedy bookifh requefts, It ws high 
time now that I fhould be no more a burden to 
you, fince I can never an{wer what I have al- 
ready received for your favonrs are fo — 
that 
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that they prevent my memory, and yet still grow 


Upon | | 7 


. Your humbleft Servant, 
George Herbert, 

Lremember my woft bumble duty to my mother, 
LThave wrote to my dear fick Sifter this week 
- already, and therefore now I hope may be ex-. 


“on e 


7 pray Sir, pardon my boldne/s of inclofing my 
+ Brothers Letter in yours, for tt was becaufe 
I know your Lodging, but not his, 





‘Dr, Donne's Letters, 








To the worthie® Lady, Mrs. 
-~ Magdalen Herbert. 


Madam, 


Very excufe hath in ic fomewhat of accu- 
f. fation ; and fince [am innocent, and 
yet muft excufe, how thall I do for that pare of 
accufing, By my troch, asdefperate and per- 
plexed men, grow from thence bold ; fo muft 
I take the boldnefs of accufing you, who 
would draw fo dark a Curtain betwixt me and 
your purposes, as that lhad no glimmering , 
neither of your goings, nor the way which my 
Letters might haunc,. Yer, { have given this 
Licence to Travel, but J know not whether,nor 
it, Icistherefore racher a Pinnace to difcover s 
and the intire Colony of Letrers, of Hun- 
creds and Fifties, muft follow ; whofe employ- 
ment is more honourable, than that which our 
State meditates to Virginia, becaufe you are 
worthier than all chat Councrey, of which thae 
is awretched inch; for you have better trea- 
fure,anda harmlefsnefs, If this found like a 


flatcery, tear itout, I am to my Letters, as 


rigid a Furicane, as Cefar was to his Wife. I 
¢anag ill endure a fufpitious and mifinterpreta- 
| : bie 
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ble word as afaule; but remember, thie no- 
ching is flattery which the Spea~er believes 
and of the groffeft flitteries there 1s this good 
ufe,that they cell us what we thow] { be. ut, fa- 
dam, you are beyand inftiuction, and theretore 
there can belong co you only praife;, of which, 
though you be no goos hearer, yer allow ahi 
my Letters leave to have in them one part of 
it, which is thankfulnefs towards you. « 


‘Your uaworthief® Servant, 


Michin Except your acceptin 
Fusly 117 Sees peeng 
1607. : * 
—? have mended him, 
John Donne, 
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To the-worthiet Lady, Mrs. 
Magdalen Herbert. 


Madam, . 


es ismy fecond Letter, in which thongh 
I cannot tell you what is good, yet this 
ts the wor ft, chat I muft be a great part of its 
yerto me, that is recompenfed, becaufe you 
muft be mingled, After I knew you were 
gone (for I muft, litele lefs thin accufingly 
tell you, I knew not you would go ) Ifent my 
firft Leteer, like a Beus of Hampton, to fee 
Advencures, This day [came to Town, and 
to the beft part of it, your Houle; for your 
memory, is a State-cloth and Prefence 3 which | 
Treverence, though you beaway; though I~ 
need not feek thae there, which I have about 
and withinme, There, though I found my ac- 
cufation yet any thing to which your hand is, 
isa pardons; yee I wouldnot burn my firft Let- 
ter, becaufe as in great deftiny nofmall paffage — 
canbe omitted or fruftrated fo in my refolution 
of writing almoft daily to you, I wou'd have 
“no link of the Chain broke by me, both be- 
caufe my Letters interpret one another,and be- 
caufe unly theirnumber can give them weighe: 
. | If 


Dr.Donne’siletters. = tor . 
If Thad yourCommiffion and Infcructions to 
do you the fervice of a Legier Ambafladour 
here , I could fay fomething of the Countels of 
Devo: of che States, and fuch things, Bue 
fince to you, who are not only a Worldalone, 
but the Monarchy of the World your felf, no- 
ching can be added, efpecially by me ; I will 
fuftain my felf wich the honour of being — 
Londun,. 


Fuly 23.0 | 
3407. «8! 


Your Servant Extraordinary, >. 
"And withont place, 


| af . ae John Donne, 


To 
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To the worthie(? Lady, Mrs, 
“4 Magdalen Herbert. 


’ 
bl tee 


Madam, — 
' A S we muft dye before we canhave full 
A glory and happinefs,fo before I can have 
this degree of it,as tofeeyoubyaLerter, 
mutt almoft dye, thatis, come to London, to 
plaguy Londons aplace fullof danger,and va- 
nity, and vice, though the Coure be gone, 
And fuch ie will be, till your return redeem it: 
Not that, the greateft vertue in the World, 
which is you, canbe fuch a Marfhal, as to de- 
feac, or difperfe all the vice of this places buc 
as higher bodies remove, or contract thems 
felves when betrer come, foat your return we 
fhall have one door open to innocence, Yet 
Madam, you are not fuch an Ireland, as produ- 
ceth neither ill, nor goods no Spiders , nor 
Nightingales, which is a rare degree of per- 
fettion: But you have found and practifed thac 


— experiment, That even nature, dut of her de- 


refting of emptinefs, if we will make that our 
work, to remove bad, will fillus with good 
things, To abftain from it, was therefore buc = 
the Childhood, and Minority of your _ 

which 
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which hath been long exercifed fince, in your 
manlier active part, of doing good, Of which 
fincel have been awitnefs and {ubjeQ, norte. 
| tell you fonre times, that by your influence and _ 

example I havé attained to fuch a ftep of good- 
nefs,as to be xhankful, were both ‘co accufe 
your power and judgement of impotency and. 


mirmity, = 


Auguf ad. i “Your Ladifiips in all Services, | 


1607. ee ae ae a 
_. John Donne, 


: 











On Mr. George Herbert's Book, 
—-Intituled, The Temple of Sz- 


_~ ered Poems , {ent toa Gen- 


. 


* tlewoman. 


Y Now you Fair, on what you look ¢ 
K Divineft Love lies in this Book: 
Expecting Fire from your Eyes , 

50 kindle this his Sacrifice, 

When your hands untye thefe Brings, 

Think you've an Angel by the wings, 

One that gladly will be nigh, 

To wait upon each morning ich, 

To flutter in the balmy Air, 

of ycer well perfumed Prayer, 

Thefe write Plumes of his Hee'll lend you, 

Which every day to Heaven will { 1d y0:', 

To take acquaintance of theS,':re, 

And all the {mooth-facd Kindr:« there, 
And though Herberts Name av owe 
Thefe Devotions, Faireft ; know 
That while I lay them on the fhrine 
Of your white Hand, they are mines 


